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Important Dates 
 

• 1-1 No School-Offices 

Closed 

• 1-6 Classes Resume 

• 1-7 Voters Meeting/

Board Meetings 

• 1-13 Chess Club Begins 

• 1-14 Brd of Dir Meeting 

• 1-18 Sub Sale Begins 

• 1-18 Trinity’s Family 
Game Night 

• 1-256 School Sings/ 

Chimes 

• 1-27  Celebration of Na-
tional Lutheran School 

Week  

• 1-27 Usborne Book Fair 

Begin 

• 1-30 No School  

January 2020 

Our Mission Statement: 
 Trinity Lutheran Church & School, Menasha is a fellowship of Lutheran 
Christians being empowered by the Holy Spirit through the Word of 
God and His Sacraments to encourage, refresh, and strengthen both 
adults and children in the redemptive work of  Jesus Christ, while     
sharing His love with those who do not yet know their Lord and Savior. 

Senior Pastor: 
Rev. Steven S. Billings 

 
Assoc. Pastor/Principal: 

Rev. Keith E. GeRue 
 

Director of Music: 
Mr. Tim Reuning 

♪ 
Organist: 

Mrs. Nancy Lephart 
♪ 

Trinity Voters Meeting 
Tuesday, January 7th at  

6:30pm in the Sanctuary 
(regular board meetings to 

follow) 

To approve Board mem-

bers and officers.  

 

Celebration of National  Lutheran Schools Week:  Sun, Jan 26th to Sat, Feb 1st .   

Game Night 

January 18th at 6:30pm in the Large Fellowship Hall. We will have a game night 

here at church. Pizza and Soda will be provided by the Board of Outreach. Please 

bring snacks and Games. Come on out and have some fun. 

Trinity Camping Weekend  August 21-23, 2020 

at Wild West Campground & Corral. 8 miles west of Waupaca on Hwy 54. Check them out at 
http://www.wildwestcampground.com Look over their campsite map, Sites #3 - #13 have been 
set aside for us to reserve (site #3 is more of a tenting site) Anyone with longer campers (over 
30ft total length) sites 15 - 19 may be available Don’t have a camper or tent?  There is a RV 
available for rental and they also Have a sleeping cabin available for rent For more information 
contact Roger or Merry Voigt - 725-9908. 

Thank you  

to the brave souls who climbed scaffolding and ladder to brighten the sanctuary with 

the new lights.  My eyes thank you!  Signed: a middle of the church sitter. I’ve been 
hearing people don’t realize what is involved to complete some projects. Thought this 
might open  few eyes. Elaine. 





Serving Our Lord with Gladness- January 2020 
 

Senior Pastor:  Rev. Steven S. Billings, Associate Pastor/Principal:  Rev. Keith E. GeRue 
Elders of the Month: 5pm Tom Harrmann, 9am David Collingwood 

Altar Guild of the Month: Laurel Wirth, Sandy Meyer  

Worship 
Date/Time 

Acolyte 
Serving 

Elder on Duty/ 
Comm. Assistant Greeters Lectors 

Ushering 
Crew 

Jan 4          5pm 
       5          9am 

Simon Seigel 
Josiah Nielsen 

T. Harrmann/Volunteer 
D. Collingwood/Pastor 

Volunteer 
Volunteer 

Laurel Wirth 
Dawn Henrickson 

Harrmann 
Reinke/Weinig 

Jan 11        5pm 
       12        9am 

Braelyn Boss 
Eve Rausch 

T. Harrmann/B. Buksyk 
D. Collingwood/ B. Henkel 

Volunteers 
D & R Collingwood 

Pastor 
Pastor 

Maynard 
Wray/Sexmith 

Jan 18        5pm 
       19        9am 

Ally Corrente 
Aaron Schmidt 

T. Harrmann/R. Kraus 
D. Collingwood/Pastor 

Jean Zeinert 
Barb Sexmith 

Juliet Colby 
Connie Henkel 

Colby 
Collingwood 

Jan 25        5pm 
       26        9am 

Eva Radtke 
Alexis Kruger 

T. Harrmann/L. Colby 
D. Collingwood/R. Bathke 

JoAnn Schultz 
Jan Bathke/ Larry Olsen 

Roger Voigt 
Bart Nielsen 

Voigt 
Diesch/Maynard 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

1/2 BAEHMAN, Duane 
 LOOKER, Brandon 
1/3 KROES, Nick 
 PEOTTER, Georgina 
 VOIGT, Myles 
1/4 MEIDAM, Kenneth 
1/6 GROSHEK, Joseph 
 KRAUSE, Judith 
1/9 HENKEL, Blaine 
 HENSON, Sara 
1/12 BROWN, Finley 
1/12 ELLIOTT, Charlotte 

 VOIGT, Roger 
1/13 NIELSEN, Bart 
1/14 TSCHIRGI, Joyce 
 VAN ARK, Tony 
 WOLTER, James 
1/15 BROWN, Riley 
 MOORE-SMITH, Emma 
1/16 HERTZIGER, Tammy 
1/17 MEIDAM, Helen 
 REUNING, Alexandra 
 ROSIN, Jerry 
1/18 BRADLEY, Randy 

1/19 VANDEN WYNGAARD, Julie 

1/21 GEHRT, Randolph 
1/22 WALDBURGER, Jolene 
1/23 ZACHEK, Matthew 
1/24 MODERSON, Michael 
1/26 KAMPRATH, Ashlee 
 KONWINSKI, Chester 
1/27 BOSS, Cari  
 DANIELS, Cody 
1/29 ROSS, Jean  
1/30 NIELSEN, Ethan 
 RALEIGH, Sharon 

 

CISKE, Stan & Johanna                     1/1 
LUKASAVAGE, Robert & Diane   1/8 
JOERNDT, David & Mae    1/11 
HAANEN, Tom & Carrie    1/20 

 Trinity Membership Update  
New Members/Transfers In: None                                             Released/Transfers Out: None   
Baptisms: Eleanor Bouchard & Samuel Lawrence.                       Weddings:   None 
                                            

Members Who Have Passed: None 

 WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 

 BIRTHDAYS  



From the School 
Happy New Year  

“The Confidence of Faith” 

Romans 8:31-39  

 

These verses from Romans are the favorite verses of many people.  They provide a great deal of comfort, 

and assurance, and confidence.  “If God is for us, who can be against us?”  . . .  “Who shall separate us from 
the love of Christ?”  And the answer is:  nothing.  As Christians, we belong to Christ for we have been baptized 

into Christ, and we know that in Him, come what may, we are secure.  

Those are especially good words to hear on a night like tonight – New Year’s Eve.  A night when we look 

back at what has transpired this past year, the ups and downs, the highs and lows, the joys and tragedies; and as 

we look in anticipation to next year, the New Year, and what might happen, both expected and unexpected.  A 

night like tonight can provide a sense of relief – that another year has passed, and we made it through!  But it 

might also provide a sense of anxiety – for we know not what the future holds.  

And so it is good to hear once again where our confidence lies.  It is not in what we are able to do or 

accomplish.  It is not in the powers and people of this world.  It is rather in the One who has overcome the 

world in His death and resurrection.  (1 John 4:4)  It is in the One who has conquered all things by His 

might.  (Rev. 5:5) It is in the One who holds us in His hand, which He promised no one can snatch us out 

of.  (John 10:27) It is in the One who is our Savior and our Lord.  The One whom all the passing years are 

named after and lived under:  anno domini – the year of our Lord.  And this Lord, the Maker of Heaven and 

earth, who was and is and is to come, is the One whose birth in human flesh we celebrated one week ago 

tonight.  This One named Jesus, so named, for “He will save His people from their sins.”  

For it is our sin that is the greatest threat to you and me.  It is not terrorism, or violence, or crime, or 

disaster.  Those things do come upon us, but the worst they can do is take our life.  But for those who belong to 

Christ, who have been baptized into Christ, the One who conquered death and the grave, this is really no threat 

at all.  The end of our life is simply the beginning of eternity.  . . .  But sin is a different matter.  Sin can not only 

separate us from God here on earth, but also for eternity.  And so to know that we have been saved from our 

sins; that we have the forgiveness of our sins; that the barrier of sin that once separated you and I from our 

Heavenly Father has been smashed and removed – that is to know and be sure that we are safe and secure.  That 

there truly is now nothing that can separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  It may be 

exciting to watch the ball drop in Times Square and see the ending of another year, but more thrilling is to know 

that the foot of our Savior has dropped upon the serpent’s head, and to know the ending of his reign over us!  
That salvation is why St. Paul could write the words that he did in Romans, that we heard again 

tonight.  “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 

famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword?”  St. Paul experienced all of those things!  Some, multiple 

times!  And much more.  And, he knows that these things are also going to happen to all Christians, us 

included.  But they are of no real consequence, for the Christian.  For the Christian who has forgiveness has 

everything. 

But Paul does not want us to think that therefore the Christian life is going to be easy, even with all the 

hopes we have for the New Year.  In fact, it is just the opposite.  And to demonstrate this fact, and that this is 

nothing new or novel from Paul, right after these words, he inserts a quotation from Psalm 44 – a Psalm written 

when God’s people were experiencing some pretty tough times.  And those words say: “For your sake” –
 because we belong to you, O God – “we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be 
slaughtered.”  And the psalmist makes it clear – this is not happening because the people have forgotten God or 

have because they turned to worship false gods.  If they had, it would be understandable.  But this is happening 

to the faithful precisely because they are God’s people.  Why?  Because that is the way of the cross.  Listen to 

what Martin Luther wrote about this, in a letter to the Elector at a particularly uncertain political time: 

“It does no harm that [you] should be in the midst of danger because of this.  Our Lord Christ is 

powerful enough, [and he] can easily find ways and means [to see] that such danger will do nothing 

to [you]; he can very well nullify the plans of the ungodly sovereigns.  . . .  In addition, Christ tries 

us (as is right and necessary) through this [danger, to see] whether or not we, too, take his word 



seriously and uphold it as firm truth. For if we wish to be Christians and have life eternal in the 

world to come,  then we cannot [in this world] be better off than our Lord himself and all his saints 

were and still are. Christ’s cross must always be carried; the world does not want to carry it, but 
wants to place it on others; but we Christians have to carry it so that it does not lie around without an 

owner, or is good for nothing.”  (LW vol. 49, 248) 

And think of the crosses that the saints of old had to bear.  The saints of the Old Testament, of the New 

Testament, of the early church, of the Reformation, of even just a generation or two ago.  But listen to what St. 

Paul writes about this:  “No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved 
us.”  And note carefully what Paul said there: in all these things.  In the midst of all these 

things.  Not in avoiding all these things, but exactly in all these things, we are not defeated, but are conquerors 

through Christ Jesus.  Or as Jesus said in the Sermon on the Mount, in all these things, we 

are blessed.  Blessed are those who mourn, who are persecuted, who hunger and thirst for righteousness.  . . 

.  Now I will grant you that it doesn’t always feel like it!  And it very often feels like we are the vanquished, not 

the conquerors!  But who are we going to believe?  Who are we going to rely on?  Will we let the world tell us 

what it is to be blessed or not?  Will we let our feelings dictate to us what is good and what is not?  It is not the 

world that dictates what is and what isn’t.  It is not Satan and his minions who determine what will be.  It is not 

what we feel that determines what is true and what is false.  No, it is our Father.  What He says 

happens.  What He says is true.  Despite appearances.  Despite what we may feel or not feel.  Despite the 

opinion of the world.  It is our Father, who sent His Son to bear the cross.  It is our Father, who sends His sons 

and daughters crosses to bear still today.  It is our Father, who also promised that these crosses would not be too 

much for us to bear, but that they would, in fact, be blessings.  . . .  So who are we going to believe?   

Mary and Joseph believed the Word of the Lord, spoken to them by the angel Gabriel.  The world told 

them they were cursed, and perhaps their own feelings told them the same.  But faith believed the Word and the 

blessing.  And so Mary considers herself blessed.  

And so too you and I.  We believe the Word of the Lord, spoken to us by the servants and messengers of 

the Lord, which tells us that our sins are forgiven.  When “tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 

nakedness, or danger, or sword” come upon us, the world and our feelings tell us we are cursed, that we’ve 
done something wrong, that we are being punished by God.  But faith believes the Word and the blessing.  We 

are forgiven.  We are blessed.  We are baptized children of God.  And so baptized into Christ, we can not only 

face the New Year, but every day, with great confidence.  We don’t have to hope that next year will be better 

than this year.  We don’t have to resolve to make it better.  We need only cling to His Word and His promises, 

and we have everything.  We are conquerors in Him who conquered sin and death.  And so we say with St. 

Paul, “I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor 

powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 

God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

Merry Christmas! And Happy New Year!  Pastor GeRue 

 

What’s happening around The School. 
➢ January 4 School Resumes 

➢ January 6  Classes resume for all students 

➢ January 13  Chess club starts 3:45pm and meets every Monday 

➢ January 13  PTLS Meeting 6pm  

➢ January 7  Basketball Home vs Celebration A game @ 4:30, B game @ 5:30 

➢ January 9  Basketball Home vs Christ West Bloomfield – B game only @ 4:30 

➢ January 16  Basketball Home vs All Saints/ St. John Berlin- B game- 4:30 A game- 5:30 

➢ January 21  Basketball Home vs Valley Home School – 4:30 

➢ January 30  Basketball at Trinity Oshkosh- 4:30 

➢ Instructional Basketball  Mondays in January are: 6, 13, 20, 27  3:45 – 5:00 pm 

➢ Lutheran Schools Week January 29 – February 5 Watch for more details to come. 
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                                       The newsletter of Amanda Groshek 

Year 3                       December 2019 

Merry Christmas! Boldog Karácsonyt! 

 

A lot has been going on since my November newsletter went out! I had the 

opportunity to spend a weekend in Budapest and Győr which was really encouraging! I 

arrived in Budapest Friday night and was staying with friends. They happened to be 

hosting a (English) Bible study that night, so I was blessed to be a part of that! Then I 

spent Saturday and Sunday in Győr. It was great to be able to spend time with Sarah 

and her family and also to have the chance to be a part of English worship on Sunday!  

And now December is already almost half over. Santa came to school to visit the kids 

and give them chocolates and oranges on Szent Mikulás day. Some of the students are 

also preparing for the Christmas program at school which will be next week. We have 

two Saturdays this December that we have to come in for work on. This coming 

Saturday, which will be the second one, we will have classes with the students. It’s a 

Friday schedule, so it’s not too bad for me. The school organized Christmas events are 

all next week, including the Christmas pageant and a staff lunch. And then it will be 

Christmas!  

 

Peace, ������� 

 

 

 

Above: The school choir 

will be singing Silent 

Night next week in 

English at the school’s 

Christmas Pageant 

For more stories about life here in Hungary, check out my blog at: https://calledtogosite.wordpress.com/ 

Prayer Time  

 

If you came to one of my presentations this summer, you heard me tell the story about how one of my 

students would walk into class and say, “We already prayed today. We don’t need to do it again.” Well, God 

works. And today, when I asked if any of the students in this particular class would be interested in leading 

the prayer, this same boy, who used to say “We already prayed today. We don’t need to do it again,” raised 

his hand and volunteered to lead his class in prayer! Although he tried to  

be silly at first, he quickly decided to pray seriously. He would glance over  

to me every now and again to see if he was on the right track, and he did  

a great job! He led his classmates (and me!) in thanking God for some of  

the many gifts He has given us (friends, food, family) and he led them in  

prayer for their class and studies, as well. It was such a neat moment to  

be a part of!  
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In Preparation for Christmas {the weeks leading up to Christmas 

break} 

Next week is the last days of class before everyone at my school goes on Christmas break. 

It’s also when all of the school organized Christmas festivities are, including the Christmas 

pageant. But I started to talk about Christmas with students in my classes this week, so that 

next week we could just enjoy watching favorite Christmas films.  

At some point or another during class this week, 1st through 8th graders have watched a 

short film of children telling the Christmas story while their parents act it out. The film does 

a good job of showing the story, while also making the students laugh, because there are a 

few silly moments.  

My younger classes then learned about how certain Christmas traditions (such as stars, 

angels, presents, and candy canes) can remind us of Jesus’s birth; and they also made a 

Christmas card that said “Jesus is born!” on the inside to give to a parent, sibling, friend, or 

teacher.  

My seventh graders were given a series of pictures that tell the story of the first Christmas 

and I asked them to write 1-3 sentences for each picture to narrate the story. One of the 

groups ended their account by writing, “They loved Jesus and [their] life is changed.”  

 

My eighth graders were also learning about Christmas traditions. They were allowed to 

choose a Christmas tradition of their choice, and then researched how it started and 

compare it to Christmas traditions in Hungary or their families.  

 

 

 

 

To the left: Last Saturday 

a few friends came over 

for Thanksgiving Pie.   

To the right: In 

November, I had a 

chance to meet up with 

a friend and fellow MCN 

missionary in Győr and 

help lead English 

worship there that 

Sunday.   

 

 

Please prayerfully consider partnering with me 

in God’s mission here in Hungary. You can learn 

more and give online at:  

https://missionofchrist.org/service/groshek-

amanda/ 

 

Prayer Requests:  

- Prayers of thanksgiving for safe travel to Győr 

and thanksgiving for English Worship 

- Prayers for the students at school and English 

Circle that God would continue to work in their 

hearts and draw them closer to Him. Prayers of 

thanksgiving that I get to have time with these 

students. 

- Prayers for safe travels over the Christmas 

break. 



 

 

 

DEAR FAMILY AND FRIENDS, BROTHERS AND 

SISTERS IN CHRIST,  

Fundraising is probably the most difficult part of mission work for 

me, because it is hard for me to ask for money. In spite of some 

difficult days (and every life, no matter where you live, has a difficult 

day now and again), I love being a missionary teacher. I am excited 

to share Jesus’ love with my students and those whose lives I 

intersect with on a daily or weekly basis; and I enjoy sharing with all 

of you at churches and home when I am Stateside about all that the 

Holy Spirit is accomplishing in the lives of those around me. I am so 

thankful for all of you that have come along with me on this journey, 

first in Taiwan and now in Hungary, as you support me through your 

prayers, your emails, and partner with me financially.  

 

From August of one year through July of the next, my fundraising 

goal is just under $20,000US. This is a big number! Although when 

you consider what all it covers, it is also not surprising; and I strive to 

be a good steward of the resources that God and you have entrusted 

to me. This $20,000 provides me with a living stipend ($500/mo, 

which supplements my Hungarian teacher salary), covers the rent of 

the apartment I live in (approx. $250/mo depending on the exchange 

rate), provides me with medical insurance, buys my plane ticket to 

and from the States each summer when I come back to reconnect 

with all of you, and covers a handful of smaller expenses as well.  

 

Currently, $7,713 have been raised of the nearly $20,000 goal. I am 

so thankful for all of you that have financially partnered with me so 

far! But if you haven’t, I would ask that you prayerfully consider it. If 

you visit MCN’s website you can give a one-time gift or a recurring 

gift. The nice thing about a recurring gift is that it can be a smaller 

gift initially, but it adds up over time. For example, if you pledge to 

give $25/mo, that’s $300/yr.  

 

Thank you each for being a part of this journey with me, serving our 

Lord, and sharing His love for people around the world!  

 

Have a wonderful week!  

 

Peace,  

Amanda  

 

 

 

Nyíregyháza, Hungary 

 

 

 

aman.groshek@yahoo.com 

 

 

Blog: 

https://calledtogosite.wordpr

ess.com/ 

 

MCN page: 

https://missionofchrist.org/a

mandagroshek/ 

 

 

  

“I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my 

prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of your 

partnership in the gospel from the first day until now,  

being confident of this, that he who began a good work in 

you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ 

Jesus.” Philippians 1:3-6 



BEGINNING BALANCE DEPOSITS/INCOME WITHDRAWALS/EXPENSES ENDING BALANCE

General Fund $28,620.13 $54,414.55 -$68,058.10 $14,976.58

Restricted Funds $157,358.34 $1,023.00 -$7,211.49 $151,169.85

Endowment Fund $106,370.64 $0.00 $0.00 $106,370.64  

LCEF Steward Fund $3,318.37 $8,383.11 -$8,924.10 $2,777.38

Estate Plan Fund $29,449.70 $4.68 $0.00 $29,454.38

RBC Account $40,711.30 $0.00 $0.00 $40,711.30

Memorial Fund $8,656.65 $0.00 $0.00 $8,656.65

Office Acct $1,487.24 $0.06 $0.00 $1,487.30

Debts Repaid $8,283.48 $0.00 $0.00 $8,283.48

Think Tank $3,180.24 $0.00 $0.00 $3,180.24

Scrip $13,643.67 $34,589.07 -$30,735.74 $17,497.00

TOTAL $401,079.76 $98,414.47 -$114,929.43 $384,564.80

BOTR Mortgage $1,103,592.79 $1,098,702.21

 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH - FINANCIAL REPORT NOV 2019



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   

 

 

1 
No School 

Both Offices are Closed 

2 
6am Men’s Bible 

No School, School Office 
is closed 

3 
No School, School office 

is closed 
 

4 
5pm Worship 

5-2nd Sunday after Christ-
mas 

9am Worship 
10:30am Ed Hour 

 

6 
Pastor’s Day Off 
School Resumes 

Sewing Day 
5:30pm Adult Info. Class  

6:30pm Prayer Time 
6:30pm Women’s Bible 

7 
6:30am Ladies Bible 
Pastor’s Circuit Mtg 

4:30pm & 5:30pm BB Vs 
Celebration 

6:30pm Board Mtgs 
6:30pm Voters Meeting 

8 
8:45am Chapel 

10:30am Adult Bible 
3:45pm  Faculty Meeting 

5pm Catechism 
7pm Choir 

9 
6am Men’s Bible 

4:30pm & 5:30pm BB Vs 
West Bloomfield 

10 
Faculty/Staff/ BOCE 

Party 
 

11 
9am Food Pantry 

Removal of the Greens 
5pm Worship 

12-1stSunday after the 
Epiphany 

9am Worship 
10:30am Ed Hour 

13 
Pastor’s Day Off 

Sewing Day 
3:45pm Chess Club 

5:30pm Adult Info. Class  
6:00pm PTLS Meeting 
6:30pm Prayer Time 

6:30pm Women’s Bible 

14 
Pastor’s Circuit Meeting 

6:30am Ladies Bible 
3:45pm BB practice 
6:30pm Board of Dir 

15 
8:45am Chapel 

10:30am Adult Bible 
3:45pm Staff Meeting 

5pm Catechism 
7pm Choir 

16 
6am Men’s Bible 

4:30pm & 5:30pm BB VS 
All Saints/ St. John’s 

17 18 
Sub Sale Begins 
5pm Worship 

6:30pm Game Night 

19-2nd Sunday after the 
Epiphany  
Sub Sale 

9am Worship 
10:30am Ed Hour 

20 
Pastor’s Day Off 

Sub Sale 

Sewing Day 
5:30pm Adult Info. Class  

3:45pm Chess Club 
Noodles & Company  
6:30pm Prayer Time 

6:30pm Women’s Bible 

21 
Sub Sale 

6:30am Ladies Bible 
4:30pm BB vs  Valley 

Home School 
6:30pm ladies Aid 

22 
Sub Sale 

8:45am Chapel 
10:30am Adult Bible 

5pm Catechism 
7pm Choir 

23 
Sub Sale 

6am Men’s Bible 
3:45pm BB practice 

24 
Sub Sale 

End 2nd Quarter 

25 
9am Food Pantry 

5pm Worship 

26-3rd Sunday after the 
Epiphany  

9am Worship 
Kids Sing/ Chimes @ 

Peace 
10:30am Ed Hour 

27 
Sub Sale 
 Book Fair 

Pastor’s Day Off 
Sewing Day 

3:45pm Chess Club 
5:30pm Adult Info. Class  

6:30pm Prayer Time 
6:30pm Women’s Bible 

28 
Sub Sale 
Book Fair 

6:30am Ladies Bible 
School Open House And 

Round Up 

29 
Sub Sale 
 Book Fair 

8:45am Chapel 
9:00am 1st –2nd Peter 

& the Wolf 
10:30am Adult Bible 

5pm Catechism 
7pm Choir 

30 
Sub Sale 
 Book Fair 

6am Men’s Bible 
4:30pm 5:30pm BB @ 

Trinity Oshkosh 

31 
No School 
Sub Sale 
Book Fair 

 

Tr in ity Lutheran Church & School  
300 Broad Street  

Menasha, WI  54952  
   January 2020 

Celebration of National Lutheran Schools Week 

Happy New Year 



Question 65. What does God require of us

in the Ninth Commandment?

We should be content with what God has
given us and assist our neighbor in keeping
what God has given that person.

Catechetical Comments
A Series

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS

This month we continue our consideration of the 9 th Commandment: 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.

What does this mean?  We should fear and love God so that we do not scheme to get our neighbor’s
inheritance or house, or get it in a way which only appears right, but help and be of service to him in
keeping it.

The Catechism 1991 answers the question:
“What does God require of us in the Ninth
Commandment?” by saying that we should be
content with what God has given us and assist our
neighbor in keeping what God has given that
person.  Then it lists the following Scripture
passages:

Phil. 4:11 – Not that I am speaking of being in
need, for I have learned in whatever situation I
am to be content.

1 Tim. 6:6 – There is great gain in godliness with
contentment.

Heb. 13:5 – Keep your life free from love of
money, and be content with what you have, for
He has said, "I will never leave you nor forsake
you."

“Contentment, you say?  Hmmm.”  (scratches
head) “I know I’ve heard that word . . .”

Many people in our society today have no
clue what contentment is.  We do not live in a
culture ordered by the pursuit of contentment. 
We are bombarded by advertising and marketing 

schemes that drive us toward the bigger, the

better, the faster, the more.  We have to have

MORE, MORE, MORE!
But “there is great gain in godliness with

contentment,” Paul writes to Timothy.  And it was
good advice, especially for the young pastor. 
Ministers of the Word must learn to be content
with what they have, for they will likely never
have much according to the standards of the
world.

The person who learns to be content with
what he has can be happy regardless of his or her
circumstances.  Let’s face it, there will always be
more that we don’t have compared to what we
do.  And that’s true no matter who you are or
what you have.  Remember Rockefeller?  He was
the richest man in the world in his day, but he
wasn’t content.  How sad.

Helen Keller was born blind and deaf.  The
outside world was a mystery to her.  Then God
sent Anne Sullivan to her and eventually she
learned to speak, read braille, and thereby to
connect with others.  One might think: “What a
poor soul!”  And yet, it was Helen Keller who
said, “I cried because I had no shoes until I saw a
man who had no feet.  Life is full of blessings,
sometimes we’re just too blind to see them.”

God grant us the miracle of sight – to see all
the good He has given us, not merely what we
lack.  T

Humbly in His service,
Rev. Steven S. Billings

Senior Pastor



 

 



 


