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The Mind of Christ
1 Corinthians 2:1–16

1 And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the mystery of God
with lofty speech or wisdom. 2 For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ
and him crucified. 3 And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling, 4 and
my speech and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of
the Spirit and of power, 5 so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the
power of God. 

6 Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a wisdom of this age
or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to pass away. 7 But we impart a secret and
hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before the ages for our glory. 8 None of the rulers
of this age understood this, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.
9 But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined,
what God has prepared for those who love him”— 10 these things God has revealed to us
through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God. 11 For who
knows a person’s thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him? So also no one
comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have received not the
spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the things freely
given us by God. 13 And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by
the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual. 14 The natural person does
not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to
understand them because they are spiritually discerned. 15 The spiritual person judges all
things, but is himself to be judged by no one. 16 “For who has understood the mind of the
Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ.

Introduction

What makes a good preacher?  The Sophists of St. Paul’s day were very dynamic
speakers.  They would come into a town and show off their eloquence, speaking on whatever
topic the audience suggested.  Their goal was to impress, to draw attention to what great orators
they were.

But it’s been rightly said that any Christian sermon that draws attention away from the
message and onto the preacher is a sermon that has failed.  Our goal is not to get people to say,
“What a great preacher!” but to get them to say, “What a great Savior!”
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Preaching of the Cross

Paul’s preaching stood in sharp contrast to that of the Sophists.  We’re told that in person
his physical presence was unimpressive and his preaching style was rather plain.  He avoided
using any kind of showiness or personal charisma – not that he didn’t have rhetorical skills; his
writing demonstrates otherwise.  He just didn’t show them off.  For him it was all about the
message.  It was the message, after all, and not the style, that God used to demonstrate His
Spirit and power.  Through the powerful, spirit-filled preaching of the cross, God had planted
His church among the Corinthians.

Paul reminds the Corinthian congregation, “I decided to know nothing among you
except Jesus Christ and Him crucified.”  He limited the content of his sermons to Christ
crucified, which he called “the mystery of God.”  He believed it was his task to unpack this
mystery for his hearers, so he spent his time and energy expounding Christ’s work of salvation
to them.  

And he couldn’t do this by drawing attention to himself.  The gospel’s not about us; it’s
about Jesus.  So, entirely unlike worldly speakers, the Christian preacher draws attention away
from himself.  He points, instead, to Jesus.  This is job one.  Everything else we undertake in
Christ’s name could go away, but this must remain.  The proclamation of Christ is the church’s

only essential task.
Why?  Because it’s what’s most needed.  And it’s what actually accomplishes the task of

conversion.

The Ongoing Nature of Conversion

This task, by the way, is never done, because the nature of conversion is such that it is
never done.  You see, you live in a world that’s constantly trying to re-convert you back into a

state of unbelief.  You think the devil is content to let you go?  He had you; you were his.  Now
you belong to Christ.  Do you think Satan is okay with that?  Listen, he never quits, he never lets
up, and he’s awfully skilled at what he does.  You and I are in constant need of conversion. 
That’s what you come here for.  Re-conversion.  Restoration of faith.  And you need it.  Because
the devil, the world, and your own sinful flesh are always striving against it.

And you know this.  Look at your life.  Your conscience is afflicted.  You’re beset with
pet sins and continual sins.  You’re prone to anger and frustration.  You set your needs and
desires ahead of others’.  You’re proud.  You disregard God’s Word.  Listening to it, reading it,
studying it, is tedious.  Your repentance is often shallow, superficial.  Your piety is like a suit you
put on to go to church in.  There are people you hate, even people in your own family.  Me
too.  We’re sinners.  We constantly need forgiveness.  Guess what?  We have it, thanks be to
God!  The mercies of God are new every morning!  Great is His faithfulness!
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But He’s not content simply to get us into heaven by the skin of our teeth.  He wants us
to grow to maturity as believers.  We’re in constant need of that, too.  The Corinthian
congregation was stuck.  Like a bird that won’t leave the nest, like an adult child who won’t get
out of the house, their spiritual development was stunted.  In the next chapter, Paul calls them
“babies in Christ.”  They needed to mature.  They were on a diet of milk; they needed meat. 
But Paul said they weren’t ready for that.  They had to mature.

Spiritual Maturity

Maturation is a process we’re well familiar with.  We start in infancy with liquids.  Then
we graduate to soft food.  Eventually, we get to solid foods.  That’s important for our physical
development.

Well, what kind of food do you eat for your spiritual development?  How does God feed
our souls?  He does this through His Word which makes us wise unto salvation.  You have to
be in the Word for your spiritual maturation.  If you ever hope to attain to the mind of Christ,
you have to be in the Word!

We know that recent converts to the Faith bring with them all kinds of baggage from
their former way of life, and that God teaches them through His Word so that they learn step-
by-step how to walk in the Spirit.  But even longtime believers need to recognize the new
baggage they collect by living in a sinful world.  The things we see, the things we hear and
experience in this world, act like weights on our soul, dragging us further away from Christ.  The
Word of God leads us to live in repentance, confessing our sins, and seeking, by the power of
the Spirit, to grow into the fullness of the new life in Christ.

The irony is that those who think they’re wise are the ones most needing to grow, and
the ones who consider themselves simple children in constant need of instruction – they’re the
ones who are truly wise.

There’s a common misconception that a mature Christian doesn’t need to repent as
much, presumably because he or she isn’t sinning as much.  The reality is that real Christian
growth brings about an ever-increasing awareness of our sin and therefore an ever-increasing

awareness of our need for repentance and forgiveness.  Mature Christians don’t repent less,
they repent more, because they become more and more dissatisfied with the sin in their life,
and more and more desirous of the true wisdom of God that Paul talks about in our text.

The Wisdom of God and the Role of the Holy Spirit

So, what is that?  What is the true wisdom of God?  It’s not a wisdom of this age.  It
doesn’t come from the rulers of this age.  True wisdom is a mystery – a hidden wisdom that God
ordained from eternity.
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The true wisdom of God is spiritual, meaning that it’s revealed to us by the Holy Spirit. 
We’re not talking about some kind of generic spirituality, like you hear so much of these days. 
“I’m not religious, but I’m very spiritual.”  Rubbish!  True spirituality comes through faith in Jesus

Christ.  Through faith in Jesus we receive the Holy Spirit, without whom no one can receive or
appreciate spiritual things.  We can’t possibly know true wisdom without the Holy Spirit.  No
blind man can see the sun.  No deaf man can be a music critic.  Without faith in Jesus and the

gift of the Holy Spirit human beings are completely unspiritual, dead in sin, entirely incapable
of contributing to their own conversion.  They just don’t have the apparatus to perceive spiritual
truth.  Jesus often remarked about the incapacity of His opponents to believe (John 8:43;
12:37; 14:17) and spoke of the need to have “ears to hear” (Matt. 11:15).  Only someone filled
with the Holy Spirit has the antennae to receive and understand spiritual things.

So how do you know if you have the Holy Spirit?  If you have faith in Jesus, you have the
Holy Spirit – because you can’t believe in Jesus without Him.  And if you have the Holy Spirit,
you have the capacity to understand spiritual things (v. 15).

But don’t squander that capacity!  The Holy Spirit wants to use it to give you the mind
of Christ.  Be in His Word.  Stay in His Word.  It breaks my heart when my Confirmands drop
out of Sunday School and Bible class after they’re confirmed, because I know that their faith is
going to grow stagnant and begin to wither and die.  Belovéd, get in the Word!  Stay in the
Word!  And you will have the mind of Christ – not so that you’ll feel important and get puffed
up by all your knowledge, but so you’ll become more like Jesus who, though He was God,
humbled Himself by taking the form of a servant, becoming obedient unto death, even death
on the cross [Php. 2].

Conclusion

This is the content of our message, belovéd.  It’s the preaching of the cross – not the
elevation of ourselves; quite the opposite.  In Christlike humility, we humble ourselves in service
to Him who saved us by His blood, becoming more and more attuned to the wisdom of His
Word, seeking His Spirit in the Means of Grace, that we may rightly know and repent of our sins
and so be strengthened in our faith, that in all things we may grow up into Him who is our
Head, even our Lord Jesus Christ.  To Him be the glory forever.  Amen

------------------------
Many thanks to The Rev. Dr. Gregory Lockwood and The Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison for key portions of this
sermon.
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