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Ordinary for the Extraordinary
John 9:1–7, 13–17, 34–39

1 As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 And his disciples asked him,
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus
answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God
might be displayed in him. 4 We must work the works of him who sent me while it is
day; night is coming, when no one can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the
light of the world.” 6 Having said these things, he spit on the ground and made mud
with the saliva. Then he anointed the man’s eyes with the mud 7 and said to him, “Go,
wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and washed and came
back seeing.

13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14 Now
it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15 So the
Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight. And he said to them, “He
put mud on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” 16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This
man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can
a man who is a sinner do such signs?” And there was a division among them. 17 So
they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him, since he has opened
your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.”

34 They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?”
And they cast him out. 35 Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found
him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36 He answered, “And who is he,
sir, that I may believe in him?” 37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he
who is speaking to you.” 38 He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. 39

Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, that those who do not see may see,
and those who see may become blind.”

No ordinary human being ever won a gold medal at the Olympics.  The greatest
baseball player I ever knew growing up was my best friend’s baby brother.  Mike could
throw a baseball a mile and a half and not even break a sweat.  He could hit anything
anybody pitched to him, he could field like you wouldn’t believe . . . and he wasn’t good
enough for the major leagues.  Professional athletes are a breed apart; they just are. 
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They’re gifted in ways that ordinary people can’t comprehend.  I could work out from
morning ‘til night in the best gym, with the best trainers, and never look like Arnold
Schwarzenegger.  I’m not gifted that way.  Most of us aren’t.  You just can’t take an
ordinary benchwarmer like me and make him an all-star pro linebacker.  Those guys are
extraordinary.  The worst player in the NBA is an athlete beyond anything most of us can
imagine.  Ordinary doesn’t do extraordinary.  Unless Jesus is involved.

Today’s Gospel speaks of the power of God to do extraordinary things with ordinary
means.

In our text, Jesus gives sight to a man born blind and He does it with a hunk of mud
– made with His spit, I might add.  The Pharisees couldn’t believe it.  They called Him a
sinner.  They didn’t believe the man was born blind until they ask his parents (v. 18). 
Lovely bunch, these Pharisees.  They really tried Jesus’ patience.  But, you see, He
understands ordinary.  Psalm 103(:14) reminds us that “He knows our frame; he
remembers that we are dust.”  He knew what the typical reaction to Him would be.  It was
sad for Him, I’m sure, to reach out to these people, only to be rejected by them.  But, oh,
He was extraordinary!  He never gave up.  He kept trying, knowing that every now and then
He’d find someone who would believe in Him.  He says in our text, “As long as I am in the
world, I am the light of the world.”  Even though it cost Him dearly – and He knew it would
– He persisted in shining His light into the darkness.  Time was limited, so He worked
tirelessly, doing the works of His Father who had sent Him, before His time ran out.

On the day mentioned in our text, He was walking with His disciples and He saw this
man who was blind from birth.  Now, hundreds of people had seen this guy before, even
the disciples.  But Jesus looked at him in a different way.  It was quite an extraordinary
look.  Sure, He saw what everybody else saw.  He saw that this man lived in a world of
darkness, that he had never seen the light of the sun, or any of the beauties of nature.  He
was a man who was dependent on others for his safety and well-being, who might have
enjoyed working for a living, but was forced to beg to stay alive.  But Jesus also saw
something that ordinary men couldn’t see.  He saw that this man had a strong faith, that
even though his days were filled with darkness, there was daylight in his soul.  Here was
a believing Israelite waiting for his Messiah, trusting in the One whom God would send as
his Deliverer.  He didn’t know who that Savior was, but he believed in the One who was to
come.

That extraordinary gaze of Jesus was followed by compassionate action.  Jesus
anointed the blind man’s eyes with mud and instructed him to wash in the Pool of Siloam. 
Very ordinary means.  You can’t get much more ordinary than mud.  And yet, the
extraordinary happened – and his sight was completely restored!  Extraordinary!  Ordinary
means for an extraordinary thing.

Actually, this is pretty typical of God.  He often does extraordinary things through
ordinary means.  The problem is we’re often just too blind to see it.  We need the Lord to

open our eyes to see what He’s doing.
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Lookit, He does this all the time.  Take the weather.  Is there a more common topic
of conversation?  And we all have our preferred weather.  Vacationers like sun everyday;
farmers need rain.  And, somehow, God finds a way to provide just the right weather at the
right time.  It’s extraordinary!  And how about the gifts and talents He’s given to us? 
Everybody has different interests and different skills.  There are things you’re good at and
things you’re not.  Yet God brings all those things together to make the world work
efficiently.  Extraordinary!  Yet it seems so simple.  I suppose it is, for Him.

Of course, these aren’t the greatest things He accomplishes through ordinary
means.  His most extraordinary work was the saving of mankind from eternal destruction. 
Think about it: People are always trying to save the world – from war, disease, political ills. 
But wars still happen, diseases get progressively worse, and political ills you will have with
you always.  Our continued failure to eliminate these problems may help us to recognize
the extraordinary manner in which God has already saved us in a way that transcends any
kind of salvation we could ever imagine.  God sent His Son into the world, and through Him
He removed all the sins of men, conquered Satan and all the enemies of our souls, and
provided us the one thing we needed to make us perfect in the eyes of His Father.  This
we call the Gospel, and it brings us to faith, keeps us in the faith, and ultimately leads us
to everlasting glory.  Only God could have done this.  He is truly extraordinary.  Isn’t it sad
that people with seeing eyes are so blind to the extraordinary works of God?

But beyond this, as Jesus used mud and water to open the eyes of the man born
blind, He takes water, bread, and wine, adds to them His Word of promise, and raises dead
souls to life.  He turns His enemies into His friends by creating and sustaining in them faith
toward Him.

Why – you may wonder – does God do things the way He does them.  Why use the
simple, ordinary things of life to do extraordinary things?  Why not do things like He did
them in Old Testament days?  Why is it that we don’t see a pillar of cloud or hear His voice
booming from heaven?  It’s easy to think that maybe what our world needs is for God to
send fire out of heaven like He did in days of old, to turn an altar soaked with water into a
pile of ashes.  But, He doesn’t.  These days He chooses to use ordinary things, like Jesus
did with the man born blind.  But we wonder why.  Søren Kierkegaard answered that
question with a little parable:

Suppose there was a king who loved a humble maiden.  This king was like no other
king.  Every statesman trembled before his power.  No one dared breathe a word against
him, for he had the strength to crush all opponents.  And yet this mighty king was melted
by love for a humble maiden.

How could he declare his love for her?  In an odd sort of way, his very kingliness
tied his hands.  If he brought her to the palace and crowned her head with jewels and
clothed her body in royal robes, she would surely not resist – no one dared resist him.  But
would she love him?
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She would say she loved him, of course, but would she truly?  Or would she live with
him in fear, nursing private grief for the life she left behind?  Would she be happy at his
side?  How could he know?  If he rode to her forest cottage in his royal carriage, with an
armed escort waving bright banners, that too would overwhelm her.  He did not want a
cringing subject.  He wanted a lover, an equal.  He wanted her to forget that he was a king
and she a humble maiden and to let shared love cross over the gulf between them.

The king, convinced he could not elevate the maiden without crushing her freedom,
resolved to descend.  He clothed himself as a beggar and approached her cottage
incognito, with a worn cloak fluttering loosely about him.  It was no mere disguise, but a
new identity he took on.  He renounced the throne to win her hand.

Of course, we know this parable is really about God entering our existence, taking
on ordinary, human flesh, to do the extraordinary work of saving us by suffering, dying, and
rising again. Today, we ask the Lord to open our eyes that we may see in these ordinary
things – water, word, bread, and wine – all of His wondrous works done for us.  May He
remove the scales that cloud our vision and give us insight into His love, for the
strengthening of our faith, and the glory of His holy name.  In the name of the Father and
of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen
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