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Gone to Prepare a Place for You
John 14:1-14

1 “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house are
many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if
I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you
may be also. 4 And you know the way to where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not
know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the
truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you had known me, you would
have known my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” 9 Jesus said to him,
“Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen
the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father
and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own authority, but the
Father who dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in
me, or else believe on account of the works themselves. 

12 “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; and greater
works than these will he do, because I am going to the Father. 13 Whatever you ask in my name, this
I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If you ask me anything in my name, I will do
it.”

In the Name of the Father, and of the � Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Jesus is going to prepare a place for you. Mothers do that. When I would go home for a
visit, my mom would do all sorts of preparations and get all sorts of things ready for me. Things I
didn’t think I needed, but she was pleased and excited I was coming and wanted to do all that. And
now the mother of my children does the same thing. Our house is full again this weekend with
my daughter home for College Graduation - but not for long. Soon my girls will leave again, because
they’re growing up and doing new things. But there’s something about a full house. It’s a good thing.
It’s the way things were meant to be, even after our kids move on.

Jesus is going to prepare a place for you. Maybe you don’t have a place here. There are
homeless people, whose numbers seem to be growing. People in prison. Folks whose homes have
been ripped apart by sin, so they’re no longer full, or where they’re no longer welcome. But whether
you have a place here, and whether that place is large or small, luxurious or simple, Jesus is going
to prepare a place for you. And His rooms, the rooms of life, are far more spacious than our
dwellings of death. And His will last forever.
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This is the home Satan is trying to take away from you. Maybe by making you want your
place in this world, and to feel at home here, rather than look to that place that Jesus is preparing for
you. Or maybe he will use sickness or persecution to try to make you turn away; to make you think
all that you’re going through now isn’t worth it. But Jesus is going to prepare a place for you that
cannot be taken away. For He is happy and excited that you are coming; that you will be home with
Him forever.

 
Jesus is going to prepare a place for you. The disciples needed to know that, because things

were about to get messy. Things were about to happen that would shake them to the very core of
their being. Jesus wants to lift up their thoughts and inspire them with courage and comfort, so that
when they see Him arrested, taken away, and crucified in mere hours, they would not despair or lose
hope. He is going to prepare a place for them. That’s what all this was about, He is telling
them. His whole life and work. Yes, they had left father, mother, house, home, and job for Him, but
they would not be homeless, and they would be rewarded. A hundredfold. Blessed are the poor
in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven (Matthew 5:3) is the very first Beatitude.

 
So, let not your hearts be troubled, Jesus says. Trust. Believe. I am going but I will come

again and take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. . .. I am the way, the truth, and
the life.

Jesus is going . . . to the cross. He is going to the grave. To prepare those places for us as
well. He goes to the cross so that the crosses placed upon us in our lives be not for our harm but for
our good, not for our death but for our life. He goes to the cross to transform it for us, that the
suffering, pain, persecution, hardships, and struggles you have not overcome, join you to Jesus and
draw you closer to your Savior. And focus you on the place He has gone to prepare for you.

He goes to the grave to prepare that place for us as well, that it be not the end but a passage;
that it be our resting place until the day of resurrection to life again. Jesus goes to the tomb to
sanctify it; He goes to the place meant to destroy us, to transform it, into a bed, so that we may go
to the place where He is - to the place He has gone to prepare for you.

So, having gone to those places with us and for us, He will come back. He came back in His
resurrection, and He will come back again when all things are ready, the place He has gone to
prepare - ready. And He will bring us up out of our graves to live in that place, with Him. He wants
you there. He is happy and excited to welcome you home. Finally.

 
Jesus is going to prepare a place for you - all these places. That we always have hope and

never be homeless, no matter our situation in this world and life. And He is the only way to it. He
is the way, the truth, and the life. The only one. No one comes to the Father except through [Him].
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No one comes to the Father except through Jesus. If you want to get home, to that
home Jesus has gone to prepare for you, He’s the only way there. You may think there are other
ways, ways that look nicer, that seem better, or that they all look alike - but they’re not. Jesus is the
only one who died for you and rose from the dead for you. He’s the only one who can take you to
where you want to be. He’s the only one. He is The way, that is The truth, to  The life He wants
you to have. A life free from sin, a life in abundance, and a life that will never end.

 
It’s not easy, though. Think of Israel going through the Red Sea. Think of how hard that first

step must have been when they began to go through the Red Sea. Or think of what they must have
thought halfway across - with all that threatening water on both sides of them! It’s not easy. You
began the journey through water also, the water of baptism. And there’s lots of danger on the way
for you, too.

 
But Jesus has gone before you. The waters you pass through, He has already passed through.

In fact, they did overcome Him; the guilt of all your sin and all your death came crashing down upon
Him, and yet He came out the other side. And now He is preparing a place for you there. For when
you come out the other side, too. Or maybe better to say: when He brings you out the other side with
Him, risen from the dead, to life.

 
Jesus is going to prepare a place for you. The disciples, as usual, don’t quite get all this.

And I wonder where Peter is? He’s there, of course. But he’s unusually silent! He’s usually the one
who speaks up and puts his foot in his mouth. This time it’s Thomas and Philip, though. And Philip
who says: Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.

 
If you had known me, you would have known my Father also, Jesus says. They thought

they did know Him. They were with Him for three years now. They had seen things; they had heard
much. But they still didn’t know Him? But, Jesus says, from now on you do know Him and have
seen Him.

 
Well, what are they now going to know that they didn’t know before? What would they see?

What was going to change? The cross. That is going to change everything. From now on, they’re
going to know Jesus, they’re going to know the Father, like never before. For on the cross it would
not be miracle-worker-Jesus, great-teacher-Jesus, or mighty-Jesus - they’re going to see how much
Jesus loves them as He lays down His life for them. They’re going to see and know a love they never
knew before and could never imagine - even after all they had seen and heard. That’s the first thing.

 
But part of their wonder here is the same as our wonder - for what Jesus is speaking here is

part of the mystery of the Trinity. Jesus is going to the Father, yet, He says, if you’ve seen Jesus
you’ve seen the Father. These statements seem to contradict one another, and yet are both true. There
is only one God, so when you’ve seen Jesus you’ve seen the one and only true God in the flesh. But
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this one true God is at the same time a trinity of persons - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. There is
simply no analogy or example, no parable, to help us understand how this can be, this reality of God.
God is distinct and separate and far above and far different from everything else we know or can
understand. So, we can understand Philip’s statement here. Maybe we even think the same thing
sometimes. This is confusing. So, show me, Jesus. Show me something, that I can believe.

 
Well, what He will show you is Himself, on the cross. What He will show you is Himself,

laid in the tomb. What He will show you is Himself, alive, on the third day. That you believe. That
He did this for you, and that now He is going to prepare a place for you, that where [He is] you
may be also. That though you die, yet shall you live.

 
Jesus is going to prepare a place for you and will come again and take you to Himself.

He will come again for you, maybe as you lie in the hospital, maybe at home, maybe when you’re
young or when you’re old, maybe amid turmoil and tragedy, maybe at peace. But He will. He is
faithful. For God didn’t just create you to be a moment in the history of the world, but to have life
with Him forever. And so, Jesus came, and so He will come again. The one who is The way, The
truth, and The life. The way to the Father. The Father who wants His children with Him, in His
house. And not just for a visit, but forever.

In the Name of the Father, and of the � Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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