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The Son of David
Matthew 22:34-46

34 Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. 35 One of them,
an expert in the law, tested Him with this question: 36 “Teacher, which is the greatest
commandment in the Law?” 37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest commandment.
39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 All the Law and the Prophets
hang on these two commandments.” 41 While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus
asked them, 42 “What do you think about the Christ? Whose son is He?” “The son of David,”
they replied. 43 He said to them, “How is it then that David, speaking by the Spirit, calls Him
‘Lord’? For he says, 44 ‘The Lord said to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand until I put your
enemies under your feet.’” 45 If then David calls Him ‘Lord,’ how can He be his son?” 46 No
one could say a word in reply, and from that day on no one dared to ask Him any more
questions.

It’s Tuesday of Holy Week.  Jesus is standing in the Temple, teaching and
answering questions.  Just a few days earlier He had arrived in Jerusalem and the people
welcomed Him in throngs.  They shouted, “Hosanna!  Blessed is He who comes in the
name of the Lord!   Hosanna to the Son of David!”  Together, they recognized Him as the
Christ, the Messiah.

He came in authority that day.  He rode in in royal fashion, He threw the
money-changers out of the Temple, He healed the sick, and rebuked those who
challenged Him.

Different groups, then, began to plot against Him, to see if they could discredit Him,
because He threatened their power.  The Pharisees and Sadducees, the chief priests and
scribes, they all had considerable religious power.  And Jesus now controlled much of that
power because many had come to believe in Him as the promised deliverer.

The first group to challenge Him was the Herodians.  These were people loyal to
Herod, the king.  They asked Jesus if it were lawful to pay taxes to Caesar.  They  thought
this would trap Jesus, for if He said no, they could have Him arrested, and if He said yes,
the crowd would turn against Him.  What did Jesus Do?  He simply pointed out that the
money had Caesar’s picture on it, and said, “Render unto Caesar what is Caesar’s and
unto God what is God’s.”  Herodians foiled.

The next group up was the Sadducees.  This religious sect denied the resurrection. 
And, as the resurrection was central to Jesus’ teaching, they took particular care to
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challenge Him on that basis.  They offered a hypothetical situation.  It was written in the
Law of Moses that if a woman’s husband had died leaving her no children, his brother was
to marry her and raise children to his brother’s honor.  This was known as the law of
“Levirate” marriage.

The situation the Sadducees posed was this: Suppose a certain man was one of
seven brothers.  He took a wife but died leaving her childless.  So she married his brother. 
But he also died, leaving her no children.  Now, suppose this happened several more
times, until the woman had married all seven brothers without having children by any of
them.  After the resurrection, whose wife would she be?  Like the Herodians, they thought
this would discredit Jesus’ teaching.

Jesus answered by saying, “Well, you’re wrong because you know neither the
scriptures nor the power of God.  In the resurrection there will be no marrying or giving in
marriage!”  And down go the Sadducees.

This brings us to our text.  Having seen how Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the
Pharisees decided to give it a try.  This was a last-ditch effort to hem Jesus in.  So, they
selected their brightest and best, and put him forward to ask this question: “Teacher, which
is the greatest commandment in the Law?”  Now, this had to be a stumper, they thought,
because nobody could agree on this; they themselves had argued about it for years.  All
they had to do was trick Him into an argument with them, and victory would be theirs.  They
stood quietly with great anticipation and awaited His answer.

First, He quoted from Deuteronomy 6:5, saying, “The first and greatest
commandment is this: Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind.”  Then He quoted from Leviticus 19(:18) – “There is a second one like
it,” He said: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”

Guess which side was stumped.  You see, they knew He was right.  He quoted to
them from that which they knew so well.  The trouble was, they knew it in their heads, but
not in their hearts.  As they stood there, chewing on His answer, Jesus took the
opportunity, as He had so many times, to turn the tables and ask  them a question.

He said, “What do you think of the Christ?  Whose Son is He?”  Now, this was an
easy one!  Everyone knew the answer to this. So they said, “He is the Son of David.”

Now, Jesus asked them this to remind them of what had happened a couple of days
earlier, the day He came riding into town, when the crowds were acclaiming Him as the
Christ, singing and shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David!”

His next question was the clincher: “If the Christ is David’s Son, how is it that David
also calls Him his Lord?, for he says, ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Come and sit at my right
hand until I put your enemies under your feet.”’  If David calls Him Lord, how can He also
be his Son?”

The Pharisees had their backs against the wall; there was no place they could turn. 
Only one conclusion could be drawn from this.  If Jesus were the Christ, as He had
repeatedly and undeniably demonstrated, then He must be, not only the Son of David, but
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also the Son of God.
These men knew the scriptures.  They knew what Jesus was saying.  And, they

knew He was right!  They were confronted with the Word of God.  They knew the truth. 
They knew that Jesus had to be the Messiah.  And they knew that He had to be the Son
of God.  Now they had a choice to make.  Having been confronted with the Word of God,
they now had to decide whether to yield to the faith that God’s Word was creating in them,
or fight it and continue on in unbelief.

Sadly, we know what their decision was.  They chose to reject the faith which had
begun in their hearts and to cling to their unbelief and attempt to regain their power. But
in doing so they unwittingly provided the opportunity for Jesus Christ, the Son of God, to
win salvation and forgiveness of sins for the whole world.  Jesus had offered them life.
They chose, rather, death.  But, in His own dying, Jesus brought life to the world.

You know, people haven’t really changed.  We are justifiably critical of these
Pharisees.  How could they have been so foolish?  And yet, are we a great deal different
than they were?  Are there not times when the Lord confronts us with His Word, putting us
in a position to decide how to respond to it?  Heaven forbid that we should cling to our
unbelief and say, “I don’t care what the Bible says!  I’m going to do what I want.  And,
nobody – not even God – is going to tell me what to do!” 

Beloved, God doesn’t confront us merely to “tell us what to do.”  He loves us.  He
knows what’s best for us.  He doesn’t want to see us put our souls in danger.  So, He
confronts us with His Word.  Sometimes we don’t like what it says.  Sometimes we avoid
it because it reminds us too much that we may not be living the kind of life He would have
us live.

If I were to choose one thing that I would say is a key problem in the church today,
I’d have to say it’s the neglect of God’s Word.  Many people, if they go to church at all, walk
out the doors at the end of the service and never give another thought about God or about
His Word until they walk in those doors the next time.  Half of the people who claim to be
Christians admit they don’t pray everyday.  Only ten percent of those who say they’re
committed Christians say they’re regularly involved in a Bible class.  Two percent say they
spend time reading the Bible every day.

The devil has conned us, beloved, into cutting ourselves off from the very thing that
gives us life.  It’s the Word of God that gives life to our souls.  It strengthens our faith, gives
us answers to our questions, removes our doubt, eases our pain, lifts us up when we’re
down.  It’s our only defense against the devil and his plans to destroy us.

Do you want to feel closer to God than you’ve ever felt before?  Do you want
comfort during challenging times?  Do you want strength for every day of your life?  Give
the Son of David the opportunity to grow your faith.  Give Him a shot at making you
stronger than you’ve ever been.  Read your Bible.  Join a Bible class at church.  Give the
Lord access to your life.  And give your faith a fighting chance.  In the name of the Father
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen
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