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The Eternal Feast of the Bridegroom
Matthew 25:1-13

1 “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went to meet
the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3 For when the foolish took
their lamps, they took no oil with them, 4 but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5 As
the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and slept. 6 But at midnight there was
a cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7 Then all those virgins rose and
trimmed their lamps. 8 And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our
lamps are going out.’ 9 But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there will not be enough for us
and for you, go rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.’ 10 And while they were going
to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the marriage
feast, and the door was shut. 11 Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord,
open to us.’ 12 But he answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.’ 13 Watch therefore,
for you know neither the day nor the hour.

This parable seems to ask more questions than it answers.  Ten virgins went to
meet a bridegroom.  Went where?  Where has the bridegroom been?  What caused his
delay?  Why is there no bride in this story?  What was the purpose and function of the
virgins?  Many of the nuances of this parable are lost to us because we know very little
about the wedding customs of the day.  But three themes emerge under careful scrutiny
that enable us to draw an important and valuable lesson from this teaching of Jesus: 1) the
time of Christ’s return will be unknown and unknowable; 2) to be ready for that day is
described as being “wise”; and 3) because His return will be unexpected, we must figure
on the possibility of a long delay. 

Just a few identifications need to be made to start out with: the bridegroom is Jesus,
of course, and the virgins represent those who associate themselves with the Church.  All
ten virgins have been acquainted with the bridegroom.  Each one anticipates his arrival. 
And each fully expects to be ushered into the marriage feast.

This corresponds to all of us.  Each of us is acquainted with Christ through the Word
of the Gospel.  We anticipate His arrival at the end of days and fully expect to be ushered
into the eternal marriage feast of the Incarnate Son of God.

But let’s take a minute to look a little more closely at these virgins.  Half of them are
morons (that's the actual Greek word!) and the other half, apparently, are thinkers.  The
foolish virgins have no oil with them.  They've got their lamps, but they didn’t plan on
needing more oil.  The wise virgins not only have their lamps; they also have the oil
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necessary to keep their lamps bright and ready.
Drawing the intended parallel, let’s look at the members of Trinity.  Some of us are

morons and some of us are thinkers.  (I’m not going to say who’s who, but you know a list
just popped into your head!)  The foolish among us have no oil.  The wise not only have
the promises of Christ in hand, they also have their oil.

The foolish virgins in our text may have had oil to begin with.  Most likely they did.
But the bridegroom was delayed.  Why?  We’re not told.  But he didn’t come when he was
expected and now the waiting had continued into the night.  As our Bridegroom – Christ
– is delayed, time in this world goes on into the night.  And the longer the delay, the more
impending His arrival.  He could return at any moment, but no one knows when.  The
virgins in our text waited.  We wait.  The wise virgins could rest easy; they had sufficient
oil.  The foolish virgins waited in ignorance.  They had no idea their oil wouldn’t last.  But
it didn’t.

You may be wondering what the oil represents for us.  This is a much asked, often
debated question.  Jeffrey Gibbs, in his commentary, has it right, I believe.  Consider the
task given the virgins: wait and be ready.  Be ready for what?  For the call to come and
meet the bridegroom.  They weren’t told when he would come.  If he were to come at night,
they would need their lamps to go out and meet him.

It’s our task, too, to wait for the call to meet our Bridegroom.  We’re not told when
He’ll arrive, but it’ll surely be when we don’t expect Him.  So we have to be ready.  It’s
crucial to note that when the call comes there won’t be time to get ready; we need to be
ready at all times.  We need to make sure our faith is well oiled, so that, if need be, it may
burn well into the night.

For the virgins in our Gospel, oil is what they needed to keep their lamps ready.  For
us, the oil is whatever it takes for us to be ready to meet the Bridegroom when He comes. 
That may be different things for different people.  Repentance is something we all need to
be ready.  So is a true and humble faith.  Perseverance and courage may be needed at
times, also humility and a willingness to suffer for the name of Christ.  Whatever is needed
to keep us ready to meet our Bridegroom is, for us, oil for our lamps, fuel for our faith.

When the foolish virgins discovered that they had run out of oil, the wise virgins told
them to go to the dealers and purchase some, for they were afraid that, if they shared their
oil, there wouldn’t be enough for any of them.  So the foolish virgins went and bought
some.  (Apparently, there were oil dealers to be found in the middle of the night!)

Where do we go to replenish our oil?  That’s a key question, isn’t it.  Where do we
find the things we need to keep us ready to meet the Bridegroom?  Yes, there is a dealer
who is open 24/7, for our oil is replenished by nothing other than the Word of God and the
Sacraments of our Bridegroom – the Word of forgiveness announced in Absolution – the
Baptismal grace of regeneration and renewal by the Holy Spirit – the Meal of Immortality
in which we receive the very body and blood sacrificed for us and our salvation.

Yes, beloved, our oil is replenished through the Means of Grace.  These Means
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keep our lamps burning brightly as we await the second coming of Christ and the
commencement of His eternal feast.

Foolish church members think that Baptism is something that happened to them
once up a time.  Wise Christians recognize that the blessing of Baptism continues daily
throughout their lives.  The foolish think that the Table of the Lord is nice, but not
necessary, thus cutting themselves off from this ongoing Feast for weeks and months,
perhaps even years at a time.  Those who are wise long to be in the Divine Service where
the Lord serves them the oil of gladness in Scripture and Supper.  They crave the Holy
Meal and are thankful to receive it regularly.  They prepare for it by remembering that their
Old Adam needs to be drowned daily by recalling their Baptism so that, in the Name of the
Father T Son and Holy Spirit, they may enter the holy place where Christ announces
forgiveness for all sins of thought, word, and deed.

Here, beloved, is the oil of gladness.  Here a Christian may plead, “God, be merciful
to me, a sinner” and hear the Good News of Christ's atoning death, triumphant
resurrection, and all that He has done for us and for our salvation.  Wise Christians return
to their homes justified and are able to fall asleep at night knowing that if the Lord returns
at midnight, they’re ready.  Here is the oil of gladness that sustains the soul in a land of
darkness and keeps it prepared for the moment of eternity.

But what about those whose oil has run out?  What about the ones who think that
God will open the door to them because they’re members of a church or because they’ve
done certain good deeds or because they weren’t as “bad” as someone else?  The
foolishness of these is that they still fully expect to enter Paradise.  So, with a veil over their
eyes, they recline at night with self-deceptive thoughts.  They think that whatever oil they
have is enough and that whatever good deeds they’ve done is enough or that their
membership in a church is enough.  But the reality is that their lamps are dry, their light is
dim, and their souls are shriveled and cracked like a lifeless piece of leather.

When all were sleeping at midnight there was a cry, “Behold, the Bridegroom! 
Come out to meet Him.”  At the word of the Bridegroom's impending advent, all are
awakened and they arise.  The wise virgins ready their lamps and find that they have the
oil needed for the task.  Wise believers find that they, too, are ready.  Their souls are fed,
nurtured, and sustained by the ongoing Feast.  What a time of joy and hope and
anticipation!  What each one had lived for and prepared for has brought them to the door
of eternity.  And soon they will be escorted from the ongoing Feast of the Church in time
to the Eternal Feast of the Bridegroom that lasts forever in Paradise.

The foolish will discover what they’ve always known, really.  They’ve been negligent. 
Their lamps are not ready and they lack the necessary oil; their souls are empty and they
approach the door of eternity without the Means of Grace.

And it will be too late then to get things in order for the Bridegroom’s arrival.  The
time for replenishing the oil will be past, for the Bridegroom will have arrived.  And what will
He say to those foolish ones who cry to Him, saying, “Lord, Lord, open to us.”  Sadly, the
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answer will be, “Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.”
Jesus concludes this parable by saying, “Watch therefore, for you know neither the

day nor the hour.”  This is good advice.  For none of us knows when or how the call of the
Bridegroom will come.  The Lord may appear in His final Advent at any moment.  Death
may overtake us unexpectedly.  Beloved, please don’t presume you’ll have time to prepare
later.  For when it’s over, it’s over, and there’ll be no turning back the clock.

Beloved, now is the time of preparation, today is the time to get ready.  Tomorrow
may be too late.  Don’t put it off.  Don’t wait to access the Means of Grace.  Come and
receive the Holy Supper while you can.  Feast on the Banquet of Holy Scripture while you
can.  Attend to the your oil, trim your lamp, make sure you’re ready for the Bridegroom’s
return.  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen
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