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Are You Ready?
Mark 13:24-37

24 “But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the moon
will not give its light, 25 and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the
heavens will be shaken. 26 And then they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great
power and glory. 27 And then he will send out the angels and gather his elect from the four
winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 

28 “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts
out its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29 So also, when you see these things taking
place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30 Truly, I say to you, this generation will
not pass away until all these things take place. 31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my
words will not pass away. 

32 “But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in heaven,
nor the Son, but only the Father. 33 Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not know when the
time will come. 34 It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his
servants in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to stay awake. 35

Therefore stay awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the
evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or in the morning— 36 lest he come
suddenly and find you asleep. 37 And what I say to you I say to all: Stay awake.”

Jesus spoke the Words of our text just two days before His Passion and Crucifixion. 
He had just foretold the destruction of the Temple and His disciples had asked Him, “When
will these things happen?  And what will be the signs that they are being fulfilled?”  So,
today’s Gospel records His answer to those questions.

In order to understand this discourse we need to hear it in light of three major events
– one of which is recorded in the New Testament – the Cross of Christ on Good Friday –
and two which are prophesied, and of those two, one has since taken place – the
destruction of Jerusalem, and particularly the Temple – and the other is yet to occur – the
final judgment of the world.  Of these three, it’s the cross that defines and determines the
others.  It’s the cross that makes us alert and watchful and ready for those other events,
not to mention our own death and judgment.

The crucifixion of Christ renders the Temple and its worship obsolete.  And it’s the
rejection of Christ and His cross that brings the judgment of God upon Jerusalem, which
the armies of Rome destroyed in 70 AD.  For on the cross God spent His righteous wrath
and satisfied His final judgment – except for those who reject Christ and choose to face
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God’s judgment on the basis of their own merits.
Through this cross we are well prepared to face death and the final judgment. 

Because of the cross we have nothing to fear.  Because of the death and resurrection of
Jesus, we have a glorious cause for hope and are therefore watchful and eager for His
coming – whenever that day and hour might be.

Watchfulness is the key word for us in our Gospel today.  We’re commanded here
to stay awake, to be ready, to be watchful, and to do so is to honor the first three
Commandments.

For, to watch, to be alert, and to pray is to fear, love, and trust in God above all
things . . . above our jobs and income, above our homes and possessions, above our
thoughts and feelings, above our families and friends.  And as such, it requires that we call
upon His Name at all times and in all circumstances, be they good or bad, with our prayers
and petitions, our praise and thanksgiving.  But in order to do so, we must give attention
to His Word and the preaching of His Gospel, gladly hearing and learning what He has to
say on a regular basis.  For by no other means are we able to fear, love, and trust in Him
or to call on Him in every need.

These are the most fundamental activities of the Christian life – to hear God’s Word
with our ears, to cling to it (and to Him) with all our heart, soul, strength, and mind, and to
confess and pray to Him with our lips in response to (and on the basis of) His Word.

“Take heed,” therefore; “watch and pray!” our Lord says to His disciples and to us. 
“For you do not know when the time will come,” when that day and that hour shall be.

Indeed, as Jesus spoke these words, it was only a matter of days before His own
life would be ended on the cross.  How important it would be for His disciples to watch, to
be alert, and to pray.

But, as we look at the performance of those disciples in the days that followed, we
see how pitifully they failed in every respect, how they fell asleep on their watch at that
most critical hour, how they ran away instead of standing by Him, how they rejected and
denied even knowing Him.

It would be easy for us to point fingers and find fault.  But I would hope that we know
better than that.  For, if the Apostles were unable to remain awake and watchful, how in the
world do we think we could have done better?

How often have we, for example, received the Body and Blood of Christ at His altar
without giving thought to its significance; going our way as though His Sacrifice should
make no difference in the way we live our lives?

How often have we despised God’s Word and the preaching of it by participating in
church reluctantly, by our lack of attention, by tuning out the Divine Service and thinking
instead of what we’d rather be doing, or what so-and-so is wearing, or fiddling with our cell
phones?  Do we fail to pray every day?  Are we active in Bible study?

We may not have betrayed our Savior with a kiss, but have we perhaps betrayed
our friends and fellow Christians with gossip and slander?  Have we defended others,
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spoken well of them, and explained their actions in the kindest possible way?  Or have we
instead denied them by our silence, thereby leaving them alone and defenseless?

And though we weren’t the ones who handed Jesus over to His enemies, have we
forgotten for one moment that His death on the cross was for us and our salvation, on
account of our sins and iniquities?

It was our stripes and punishment that He received, when He was wounded for our
transgressions and died in our place.  It was your sins and mine that took Him to the cross
on that day and in that hour.  For none of us have been watchful, alert, and in prayer – not
as we should be; not as we must.

Jesus alone has been faithful in His watchfulness.  In the evening, at midnight, at
cockcrow, and in the morning, He has always been watching, always alert, always in
prayer.  His focus at all times was on the good and gracious Will of His Father.  He chose
to live His life and go to His death as we must – by faith alone, not by trusting in His own
knowledge or wisdom or strength.  And, as we learn from His prayer in the Garden, Jesus
entrusted Himself at all times to the purposes of God, His Father, even to the point of
willingly receiving the cup of His judgment.

When that day and hour came, then, Jesus alone was watchful and alert, awake
and ready — not merely by virtue of His own divine might and power as the Son of God,
but also by His perfect faith in the Father as true and perfect Man . . . in our place and for
our sake, and as an example to us.

In Him, therefore, the necessary watchfulness has already been fulfilled and
satisfied.  Jesus allowed Himself to suffer the entire punishment of hell against the sins of
the world.  He also lived perfectly the life that we could not – a perfect life of faith, love, and
obedience to His Father, a life of prayer, praise, thanksgiving, and unwavering attention
to the Word and promises of God.

The watchfulness to which we are still called – a readiness to bear the cross of
Christ in our lives as a living out of our baptism – is therefore made possible by Christ, who
prepares us through His Word of forgiveness, thereby removing what we were – sinful
beings destined for hell – and giving us Himself, that we may become what He is – forgiven
saints bound for heaven.

For each of us, then, our watchfulness begins and continues by making faithful use
of the Word and Sacraments of Christ.  For just as the Old Testament people of God were
prepared for the coming of Christ by the Temple and its sacrifices, so we are prepared for
the coming of Christ by His coming to us now in those ways and means that have taken
the place of the Temple in Jerusalem: namely, the Divine Service of preaching and the
Lord’s Supper.  These are the means whereby the Holy Triune God has made His Name
and Presence available to us, and where we’re given to eat and drink of the Sacrifice that
was offered once and for all on the cross.

Of course, as we are faithfully served by Christ through these means, He prepares
and serves others for His final judgment through us; through our words and deeds as His
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people.  For we, who have heard and received the Word and Sacraments of Christ,
become, in a sense, the “Word and Sacraments” of Christ for those who live outside the
Church.  The Lord comes to them through us, so that He may bring them into His house
and fellowship, that they too may receive the preaching of His Gospel and the nourishment
of His Holy Supper.

Sadly, our watchfulness and our service to others is never what it should be.  Even
at our best, we daily sin much and – as we confess – we deserve nothing but punishment
. . . here in time, and hereafter in eternity.  But, while our watchfulness and service are
always so weak and pathetic, our Lord’s watchfulness and service are always trustworthy
and certain, thanks be to God.

And so, to Him Who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to present you faultless
before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy, to God our Savior, Who alone is wise
– who alone is faithful – be all glory and majesty, dominion and power, now and forever. 
Amen
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