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Our Mission Statement:
Trinity, Menasha is a fellowship of Lutheran Christians being empowered by the Holy Spirit through the Word of God
and His Sacraments to encourage, refresh, and strengthen
both adults and children in the redemptive work of Jesus
Christ, while sharing His love with those who do not yet
know their Lord and Savior.
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Trinity’s Prayer Time
Every Monday evening at 6:30pm in the
Narthex. Join us!

Got Questions about life?
Important Dates:
 2-2 Alpha
 2-6 Brd of Ed Mtg
 2-7 Brd Meetings
 2-9 BB Game
 2-9 Alpha
 2-11 Food Pantry
 2-11 Officer
Orientation
 2-13 Culver’s Dine
Out
 2-14 Brd of Dir Mtg
 2-15/16 Outdoor Ed
 2-16 Alpha
 2-20 No SchoolOffices Closed
 2-23 Alpha
 2-25 Food Pantry

Pastoral Staff
Rev. Steven S. Billings,
Senior Pastor
Rev. Keith E. GeRue,
Principal/Assoc. Pastor
Worship Times:
Saturdays at 5pm
Sundays at 9am
Thursdays at 6:30pm
(summer only)

Try Alpha

Alpha is an opportunity to explore life and the Christian faith in a friendly,
open, and informal environment. Are you, or someone you know looking
for answers to your spiritual questions? Are you tired of just going through
the motions in your spiritual life? Do you want to connect with others on a deeper
more meaningful level? Is there more to life than this? Connect with others, enjoy a
meal, watch an interesting video, participate in discussions.
No pressure. No judgement. No Follow up. No Charge.
Contact us at alpha@trinitymenasha.com or (920) 427-6763
We could also use help with meal prep, make desserts, set up or tear down!

2017 Church Directory
If your name, address, phone number, or email
address has changed in any way, or you experienced
any life changes (got married, had a baby, etc.),
please send me the necessary updates as soon as
possible by phone (722-2662) or email:
rzirpel@trinitymenasha.com
Trinity’s Off Broad Street Players 15th Annual Dinner Theatre
Ken Ludwig’s “The Game’s Afoot”
It is December 1936 & Broadway star William Gillette, admired
the world over for his leading role in the play Sherlock Holmes,
has invited his fellow cast-members to his Connecticut castle for
a weekend of revelry. But when one of the guests is stabbed to
death, the festivities in this house of tricks & mirrors quickly turn
dangerous. Then it’s up to Gillette, as he assumes the persona of
his beloved Holmes, to track down the killer before the next victim appears.
Travel back to the 1930’s & enjoy our elegant, traditional Christmas Buffet!
Trinity Lutheran Church & School 300 Broad Street – Menasha
March 17th – 19th, 2017
2017 brings Trinity’s 160th Anniversary
as well as 500 years of the Reformation

CATECHETICAL COMMENTS
A Series
THE TEN COMMANDMENTS
This month we continue with the Fourth Commandment:
Honor your father and mother.
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not despise or anger our parents
and other authorities, but honor them, serve and obey them, love and cherish them.
Question 49 asks: “What does God forbid in the Fourth Commandment?”
The answer given is:
God forbids us to despise our parents and other authorities by not respecting them or angering them by
our disobedience or by any other kind of sin.
And then the following verses are brought to bear:
Proverbs 23:22 - Listen to your father who gave you life, and do not despise your mother when she is old.
Romans 13:2 - Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who
resist will incur judgment.
Romans 13:2 is ironically pertinent to recent events in our country. There is an element in our nation
that feels it within their rights to rebel against the elected authority because they disagree with stated
policies or because they don’t personally care for those elected. We in the United States have a process
for dissent. If you disagree with a particular policy you may voice your opinion. To the extent that those
who oppose the newly installed President are following this process, this is good. Some of us know what
it feels like for those in power to attempt to silence our voices. That is not a good thing. We have
Constitutionally guaranteed freedom of speech and are not required to agree with those speaking to
approve of their right to speak.
However, for those who wish to rebel to the extent that they claim the elected leaders are not their
leaders we must remind them that the President is President of all, regardless of whether or not a particular
individual voted for him. To disobey duly elected authority – unless that authority is trying to force us to
disobey God – is a violation of the Fourth Commandment. Paul states very clearly in Romans 13 that God
has set our President in office. I have always believed this and acted accordingly regardless of who the
office bearer was. If you know the history of national politics over the last quarter century you know that
there have been times when the holder of the office was not someone I voted for. Still, I respect the office
and the one holding it, praying that God will enable them to be the best President they can be, regardless
of whether or not I like them as a person. Some I have liked. Others I have not. But I have treated them
all with the respect they deserve. That is what God in the Fourth Commandment demands of us.
Humbly in His service,
Rev. Steven S. Billings
Senior Pastor

Heart Attack Signs & Symptoms
From Mary Howden, Parish Nurse
There are five major signs & symptoms of a heart attack in women & men.
The five major symptoms of a heart attack are:
 Pain or discomfort in the jaw, neck, or back.
 Feeling weak, light-headed, or faint.
 Chest pain or discomfort.
 Pain or discomfort in arms or shoulder.
 Shortness of breath.
Other symptoms of a heart attack could include unusual or unexplained tiredness and nausea or
vomiting. Women are more likely to have these other symptoms. Call 9-1-1 if you notice the
symptoms of a heart attack in yourself or someone else. The sooner you get to an emergency room,
the sooner you can receive treatment to prevent total blockage & heart muscle damage or reduce the
amount of damage. At the hospital, health care professionals can run tests to determine whether a
heart attack is occurring & decide the best treatment. In some cases, a heart attack requires
cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) or electrical shock (defibrillation). Bystanders trained to use CPR
or a defibrillator may be able to help until emergency medical personnel arrive. Remember, the
chances of surviving a heart attack are greater the sooner emergency treatment begins.

Willkommen zu Trinity Lutherische Kirche
Trinity, Menasha will celebrate its 160th Anniversary! It’s the 500th Anniversary of the
Reformation. Martin Luther never intended to start a new church, just a re-examination of some
of the church practices. But here we are today, 500 years later, a Lutheran church.

Trinity’s 160th Anniversary History Book
We are on our way to gathering information for the book. Our Day School students
have submitted art work and writings. Now we need your input- please share your
memories about Trinity. You don’t have to be a writer, just a couple of lines about:
a stained-glass window that is special to you, a Pastor or teacher from your past,
remembering the move from the Chute Street church, a school activity, something
special about the grand piano or organ, maybe special photographs, or artwork.
Submit your writings by email to anniversary@trinitymenasha.com
A box will be available in the Narthex to collect your writings, artwork, or photos. Please sign your
submissions. We will withhold your name if you wish to be anonymous BUT we will not accept any
anonymous submissions.
Helpers are needed to assemble, proof read and organize the incoming information. Please contact any
member of the committee if you wish to be involved with any aspect of the project.
History Book Committee: Dan Emery 379-7985, Elaine Weinig 470-9090, Pastor GeRue 725-1715 or
Pastor Billings 722-2662.

May God bless this anniversary celebration!

FEBRUARY WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
SMITH, Adam & Christina (4)
ADAMOVICH, Jim & Rita (53)
MEHL, Roy & Ruby (52)
MEYER, Scott & Sandy (18)
BARTELME, Gary & Linda (43)
COLLINGWOOD, David & Rosemary (24)
PEOTTER, Jerry & Diane (55)
HENKEL, Blaine & Connie (19)

2/1
2/8
2/13
2/13
2/15
2/20
2/24
2/28

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
2/1
2/2
2/3
2/4
2/5
2/6

LOHR, Katelyn
COLLINGWOOD, Rosemary

WUSSOW, Sandy
HENRICKSON, Dawn
MAHONEY, Michelle
ARHELGER, Ruth
REICHERT, Paula
FRANKLIN, Christine
GAST, Melani
BURSACK, Justin
KEMPF, Brenda
PAUL, Betty
WRIGHT, Ruth

2/8 SIEGEL, Amy
2/10 GAST, Skylar
2/11 AMOND, Dorothy
FORBES, Lorna
2/12 JORDING, David
2/13 ROSS, Randy
SCHRAMPFER, Martin
2/17 HOPFENSPERGER, Alayna
MEHL, Roy
2/19 EVENSEN, Carol
GERUE, Rev. Keith
JAHSMAN, Larry
SIEGEL, Sophia

2/20 RIVORD, Ellen
WILKE, Rita
2/23 GROSHEK, Jeff
KOBS, Dylan
KOHLER, Carl
RISKE, Carl
2/24 BARTELME, Henry
HOPFENSPERGER, Robert

2/26 MORAN, Clifford
SCHAEFER, LeRoy
2/27 KOHLER, Todd
PAGEL, Burnette

CONGRATULATIONS!
We’re excited to share that in 2016 over 335,000 Thrivent members chose to direct Choice Dollars® to
more than 32,000 churches, schools, and other nonprofits, including Trinity Lutheran Church, through
Thrivent Choice®. Based on member recommendations, Trinity Lutheran Church & School received
$8,266 in charitable outreach funding in 2016. The Thrivent Choice program helps members of Thrivent
Financial make a positive impact in their communities.
REMINDER: 2016 CHOICE DOLLARS EXPIRE ON MARCH 31st!
Now is the time to promote Thrivent Choice. All 2016 Choice Dollars have been made available for
members to direct so there is no reason to wait. Use the free promotional materials available on the
Thrivent Choice page at Thrivent.com
A positive impact can be made by directing Choice Dollars to Trinity Lutheran, Menasha.

 Trinity Congregational Statistics 
New Members/Transfers In:
Transfers Out/Released: Lawrence & Juana Bevers, Jason & Dawn King, Sam & Zack Vanden
Wyngaard, Christine Weber, Jackie Bablitch, Elizabeth Dionne, Vickie Luttenberger, Brian Sokel,
Doug & Shaun Pomerenke, Denise Konrad

Baptisms: Madeleine Grace Nolan daughter of Sean & Jennifer (Melzer) Nolan
Weddings: None
Members Who Have Passed: Loretta Bevers
If you would like Pastoral care, please call the Church Office at (920) 722-2662.

Trinity Lutheran Church & School
300 Broad Street
Menasha, WI 54952

February 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
8:45am Chapel
10:30am Adult Bible
3:45pm Faculty Meeting
5pm Confirmation
5pm PTLS Meeting
7pm Choir

2-Groundhog Day
6am Men’s Bible
6pm Alpha

3
Popcorn Friday

4
Organ Soup Sale
5pm Worship

5-5th Sunday after the
Epiphany
9am Worship
Organ Soup Sale
10:30am Ed Hour

6
Pastor’s Day Off
Sewing Day
6:30pm Prayer Time
6:30pm Brd of Ed

7
6:30am Ladies Bible
6:30pm Board Mtgs

8
8:45am Chapel
10:30am Adult Bible
5pm Confirmation
7pm Choir

9
6am Men’s Bible
4:30pm BB vs
Valley Christian
6pm Alpha

10

11
9am Food Pantry
9:30am Officer Orientation
Organ Soup Sale
5pm Worship

12-6th Sunday after the
Epiphany
9am Worship
Organ Soup Sale
10:30am Ed Hour

13
Pastor’s Day Off
Sewing Day
5pm Culver’s Dine Out
6:30pm Prayer Time
6:30pm Ladies Bible

14-Valentine’s Day
6:30am Ladies Bible
6:30pm Brd of Dir

15
8:45am Chapel
10:30am Adult Bible
Outdoor Ed
5pm Confirmation
7pm Choir

16
6am Men’s Bible
Outdoor Ed
6pm Alpha

17
5pm BB party

18
5pm Worship

19-7th Sunday after the
Epiphany
9am Worship
10:30am Ed Hour

20-President’s Day

21
6:30am Ladies Bible
6:30pm Ladies Aid

22
8:45am Chapel
10:30am Adult Bible
12:30pm 4K Fieldtrip
5pm Confirmation
7pm Choir

23
6am Men’s Bible
6pm Aplha

24

25
9am Food Pantry
5pm Worship

No SchoolOffices Closed

Sewing Day
6:30pm Prayer Time
26-Transfiguration of Our
Lord
9am Worship-Kids
Sing
10:30am Ed Hour

27
Pastor’s Day Off
Mid-terms due
Sewing Day
6:30pm Prayer Time
6:30pm Ladies Bible

28
6:30am Ladies Bible
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ACROSS
3. free from sin or guilt;
faultless
4. classes teaching the
principles and doctrine
of Christianity;small/large
8. the space at the front of
the sanctuary where the
altar, pulpit & cross live
10. the talented men and
women who have special
culinary skills
13. God told us we are to
___ to the Church, to
give 10% would be
appropriate
15.the board of men
whose responsibility is to
attend to the members’
faith and worship, and

39

help in communion
18. a saint we remember
and celebrate on 24
February
19. something we do to
help the custodian at
Trinity every week (after
worship and SS)
21. a sweetly-gifted
Trinity Ladies Guild
member … ☺
22. ___ Wednesday is 1
March this year! (rather
late)
25. ____, the last Sunday
of Epiphany, is a
transition from Epiphany
to Lent
28. I don’t think there are
any ___s happening at

Trinity in February
29. God, Jesus’ Dad
31. choice
33. one of the Bible
studies each week is for
this age group
35. one of the names for
the celebration that
happens the day before
Lent begins
38. well, of course the
____ are happening in
preparation for the play
in March
39. the deal with many
businesses for Trinity to
get a portion of your
spending
DOWN

1. the board in charge of
building issues at Trinity
2. that frozen snow and
rain that’s sitting on the
roof!!
3. those two very talented
and really smart guys
who lead us in worship
every week. … …☺
5. a lunch possibility: two
pieces of bread, peanut
butter and jelly
6. what our staff
specializes in – they all
got PhDs in this last year,
didn’t they? …
7. that beautiful but deadly
shiny schtuff on the
sidewalk – don’t walk on
it!

9. the ____ of Our Lord is
on 2 February, when Mary
and Joseph took Jesus to
the Temple to present Him
to Simeon
11. the Third Person of the
Trinity
12. our Brother and
Savior; the Second Person
of the Trinity
14. the Season of the
Church Year which
follows Epiphany
16.14 February is
celebrated as ___ Day

17. what month is this?
20. what church is this?
21.after worship on
Sunday morning there’s
one of these; there’s also
one for women (Mpm,
Tam), men (Tham)
23. a theme for Epiphany
24. the major secular party
the day before Lent begins
26. the teams of people
who guide people to sit for
worship, collect offerings,
go to communion, etc. …
and they’re really nice!

27. that action-packed
drama which will e
performed in March
30. our reaction to God’s
invitation … every week
31. the place where we
meet to react to God’s
invitation (see 30 down)
32. how many of these are
there here each day/week
in the building?...
34. 8:55a.m., 9:00a.m.,
11:30a.m., 3:00p.m.
36. what the person does
when he/she walks up to

the lecturn after the Introit
or Gradual …
37. the container holding
the flowers on the altar

P.S. … 31 across is a
freebie … the word is
there for you to throw into
the puzzle … just that
one!!!!

Trinity Financial Report
December-16
General Fund Checking & Savings
Weekly Income
Date
12/4/16
12/11/16
12/18/16
12/25/16

Gen. Fund
Offerings
Matching Funds
$16,559.99
$27.00
$10,403.82
$10,101.25
$14,321.57

Total

$51,386.63

$27.00

School
Transfers
$2,448.39

BOTR
Other Income Total Income
$687.00
$5,039.20
$22,313.19
$5,445.00
$18,297.21
$304.31
$480.00
$10,885.56
$505.00
$4,180.51
$19,007.08

$2,448.39

$6,941.31

$9,699.71

$70,503.04

Weekly Expenses

Date
12/4/16
12/11/16
12/18/16
12/25/16
Total

Regular Bills Thrivent Match Memorial Fund
$10,152.83
$20,473.95
$524.77
$34,954.77
$66,106.32

Beginning Balance - General Fund
Income for Dec. 2016
Expenses for Dec. 2016
Ending Balance - General Fund
Offering/Matching Funds YTD
Expenses YTD
BOTR Income YTD
BOTR Expenses YTD
Mortgage Balance

$12,253.32
$70,503.04
$79,550.42
$3,205.94
$449,069.99
$446,397.20
$24,188.84
$51,214.60
$1,256,283.80

LCEF Steward Acct - Endowment Holding
Endowment Funds Account
Memorial Fund Account
RBC Account

$2,211.59
$19,317.16
$13,918.13
$27,921.12

Beginning Balance - Restricted Accounts
Income for Dec. 2016
Expenses for Dec. 2016
Ending Balance -Restricted Funds

$64,730.72
$5,669.84
$7,357.92
$63,042.64

Debts Repay Balance

$16,540.89

Past Due Bills

$9,000.00

BOTR
$8,444.10

Other
Accts/Misc
Expenses

$5,000.00

Total Expenses
$18,596.93
$20,473.95
$524.77
$39,954.77

$13,444.10

$79,550.42

From the School Principal
Congratulations to Tim and Teresa Barthel!
By the end of the month Trinity will welcome a new member with the birth of Baby Barthel. We are
doing a diaper shower for the Barthel’s. If you would like to bring a package of diapers to the church office
during the month of February we will present them to Tim and Teresa at the end of the month.
Pastor GeRue and the Army
As you know Pastor Gerue is a Chaplain in the Army Reserves. He will be activated from mid May
2017 through mid-May 2018. He along with the Board of Christian Education are putting in place a plan for that
school year. Please watch for further information to come.
2017-2018 school registration
Beat the increase! If you register before March 1st and pay your registration fees for next year then they
will be $300. For grades K5 – 8th. On March 1swt they will increase to $325.
PTLS
PTLS has replaced the blinds in the 4PK room as well as in the Before/After Care room.
UPON THIS ROCK 2017 National Lutheran Schools Week
“Trust in the Lord forever, for the Lord is an everlasting rock.” (Is. 26:4)
It’s time for a celebration! Isn’t it great that more than 190,000 students attending Lutheran schools are
able to join together in praise and thanksgiving for the training and preparation they receive in 2,068 Lutheran
schools?
National Lutheran Schools Week provides our Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod congregations the
opportunity to come together to celebrate one of God’s greatest gifts to His church, Lutheran schools. From its
beginning, the LCMS, founded in 1847 with 12 congregations and 14 schools, has built schools. Education has
always been a priority for Lutheran congregations. Schools have never been an after-thought for our great
Synod.
From the start, LCMS congregations operated schools for two important reasons: 1) Schools made
disciples of all nations. 2) Schools taught children to obey all that Christ commanded. This great heritage of
Lutheran education is built on this Rock, for then and now in Christ alone we stand.
Today, Lutheran schools share the Good News of God’s Word every day with the children they serve.
Teachers relate Jesus to every aspect of the curriculum. Teachers and students share the love of Jesus and His
forgiveness. Lives are being transformed.
What was once true continues to be true in our schools. We trust in the Lord, for the Lord is our
everlasting Rock. There is no better reason for a celebration!
What’s happening around The School.
February 1 PTLS in the School Library at 5:00 pm
February 9 Basketball at Home against VCA Oshkosh Girls @ 4:30; Boys @ 5:30
February 10 Basketball Parent and Student Party 6:00 pm
 February 13 Dining out at Culvers in Darboy 4:00 – 7:00 pm
February 15-16 Outdoor Education 5-6 graders
 February 20 Winter Break No School
February 26 School Children sing for Church @ 9:00 am
 February 27 Midterms

Thanks for being a part of the Trinity family.

Faithfully Serving Our Lord– February 2017
Senior Pastor: Rev. Steven S. Billings
Associate Pastor/Principal: Rev. Keith E. GeRue
Elders of the Month: 5pm David Collingwood, 9am Craig Thomas

Worship
Date/Time

Acolyte
Serving

Elder on Duty/
Communion
Assistant

Greeters

Lectors

Ushering
Crew

Feb 4
5

5pm
9am

Sophia Siegel

Collingwood/Dionne
Thomas/Colby

Sharon Raleigh
Lynn Olson

Pastor Billings/GeRue
Pastor Billings/GeRue

Harrmann
Reinke/Weinig

Feb 11
12

5pm
9am

Alexa Dahms

Collingwood/Reinke
Thomas/Wendler

Adamovich/Gehrt
D & R Collingwood

Karen Zachek
Barb Sexmith

Maynard
Wray/Sexmith

Feb 18
19

5pm
9am

Rebekah Nielsen

Collingwood/Kamprath
Thomas/Flater

Jean Zeinert
Wendler/Sexmith

Sandy Guiley
Dawn Henrickson

Colby
Zirpel/Pomerenke

Feb 25
26

5pm
9am

Hunter Ross

Collingwood/Zirpel
Thomas/Sexmith

JoAnn Schultz
Jan Bathke

Tim Barthel
Bart Nielsen

Voigt
Diesch/Maynard

Getting to Know You: Don Burrows
Don was born in Appleton, WI. He was baptized at Trinity, Menasha on July 14,
1996. He attended Menasha High School, enlisted in the Army and was stationed at
Fort Sill, Oklahoma. He and his wife Gail have been married for 36 years. Don
worked in Quality Control at Coveris until his retirement. He enjoys hunting, golf,
fishing, woodworking, playing cards, going to the family cottage and traveling to
Europe. Don has been a member of Trinity for 21 years.
Purchase your SCRIP cards in the School Office Monday through Friday from 8:30am–3pm also before
and after worship on the weekends. Lots of great stores and restaurants to choose from. Forms can be
printed from our website. Enjoy your shopping while helping the ministry here at Trinity!

Lutheran Catechesis Class
Begins Sun, Feb 5th during bible class hour. If you are interested
in becoming a member of Trinity or want to dig deeper into
Lutheran doctrine, this class is for you. Please call Renee in the
Church Office with questions or to register for the class.

Friends of the Pipe Organ Soup Sale is going on NOW before & after worship
through Sun, Feb 12th. Pick up fresh soup & bread.
Funds to go toward the regular yearly tunings & maintenance of our organ.

Church Office Hours:
Monday through Friday 8:10am to 3pm
Renee Zirpel, Church Administrative Assistant
Phone: (920) 722-2662
email: rzirpel@trinitymenasha.com

Missed Worship?
Visit our website:
www.trinitymenasha.com
“Like” Us
on Facebook

Shop. Snap. Earn.
Finally, hassle-free fundraising.
Download the
free Shoparoo app
Join the 10,000+ schools already
earning thousands through Shoparoo

Snap pictures of
your receipts
Every Receipt Counts!

Earn cash
for our school
Shoparoo makes a donation
for every receipt you submit

Share with
your friends
There’s strength in numbers - the more
supporters we have, the more we earn

Available now on the

App Store

Get it on

play

 To everyone in the congregation for the prayers for my husband,
Merle & son, David. They are both doing better from their car
accidents. -Noelle Webber
 To those that attended & purchased soup at this year’s SOUP-R-BOWL. We
are very thankful to everyone that donated a soup or a baked good. Special
thanks to Heather Emery for overseeing this event. Our profit was approx.
$1,200 which will be used for future needs of the school.

 Everyone that attended Trinity’s Game Night. What a huge success-we ate a record
15 pizzas!!! We truly appreciate your attendance.
-The Board of Outreach

Trinity’s Food Pantry
2nd

4th

Meets the
&
Saturday of the month
at 9am. If you or someone you know needs
our pantry, please contact Marc & Sandy
Guiley at (920) 969-0475. We appreciate
all monetary and food donations that are
given to us, to help those in our community.

TRINITY IS NO LONGER ACCEPTING:
Campbell’s Soup Labels, Old Cell phones,
Postage Stamps
TRINITY IS ACCEPTING:
Box Tops for Education, Kwik Trip Milk Caps &
Bag Tops, Coke Caps, Ink & Toner Cartridges,
Aluminum Cans, Blankets/Sheets/Material.

WOW! Our very own Jerry Maynard earned
recognition & congratulations from the
Lambeau staff for his dedication &
commitment to volunteering at our Packers
concession stand! Jerry has been a staple to
the success of this fundraising effort & is a
delight to work with! Thank you, Jerry, for
the numerous times you have given your
time & talent to this event!
Ladies Aid/LWML
Along with the Dee
Wright
memorial
funds, the Ladies Aid
has voted to help
with the purchase a
new milk cooler.
The approx. cost is
$2,300. If you wish
to help contribute,
please mark your
envelope
"milk
cooler fund”

YOUTH BIBLE
STUDY

Will be held every
Sunday morning after
worship with Pastor
GeRue. This study is
open to all; however,
emphasis is placed
on post confirmands
through college age
students.

Trinity’s Building
Usage Reminder

All Building/Room
Usage Forms must
be turned in to the
Church Office at
least 30 days in
advance. Approvals
will be given by the
Board of Properties.

As you know our Rev. Keith E.
GeRue is a Chaplain in the
Army Reserves. He has been
given orders to report to Fort
Hood, TX beginning Mid-May
2017 through Mid-May 2018.
Pastor GeRue, along with the
Board of Education, is putting
together a plan for our school
in his absence. Please keep
Pastor GeRue & his family in
your prayers.

~Items for Weekly Bulletin must be submitted to the Church Office before 10am on Wednesdays~
~Items for Monthly Newsletter must be submitted to the Church Office before the 15th of the month~

The Newsletter of Amanda Groshek

Tidings from Taiwan
January 2017

Hello and a very blessed 2017 to you all!
I hope that the New Year is off to a good start for everyone. There was a flurry of activity at both school
and church leading up to Christmas, including: caroling, Christmas celebrations at school, the middle and
senior high school students decorating trees, and a special Christmas Eve service at church. After all of
that, Christmas day itself was a pretty quiet day for me. There was a service at church and a meal after
the service, and then it was a usual Sunday. Now the semester is starting to wind down, and preparations
for winter camp (which will take place the week after the Chinese New Year break this year) are being
made. Plans for Chinese New Year break travel are also being finalized. This year, I’ll be spending my
break with some friends in the U.K, visiting Cardiff (Wales), various places in England, and also
Amsterdam (Netherlands).
As always, feel free ask questions or just say “Hi!” Thank you all for your support!
Peace, Amanda

Happy Birthday Jesus – Christmas at School
Campus was bustling with Christmas activities the week
leading up to Christmas this year (since Christmas was on a
Sunday, we didn’t have to work!): the story was told, trees
were decorated, skits were performed, and carols were
sung, amongst other things.
Both C.E.L.A. and the kindergarten had their Christmas
festivities. For both, there were four centers for students to
cycle through, although, depending on the ages, the

Above: the presents to tell the

activities were a little different, and the celebrations were

Christmas story to the

held on different days. Both groups had one station that

kindergarteners. Below: K3 Singing

explored the story of Christmas in a new way, since the
students had already been reading it or hearing it in their
Bible classes. For the C.E.L.A. students, Rachel (another one
of the foreign teachers here) had created a really neat
interactive version of the story in power point that allowed
the students to talk to different people throughout the story,
hear the angels sing when they visited the shepherds, etc. I
didn’t actually lead this section, but several of the older
students told me how much they had enjoyed it when I saw
them later. The kindergarteners experienced the story by

“People often asked me then as they do now, ‘How do you do it?’ The answer has never changed and it
is so simple: I don’t. It’s just a little bit of coffee and a whole lot of Jesus”
Katie Davis, “Kisses from Katie
Happy Birthday Jesus – Christmas at School (cont’d)
Contact Me:
opening presents which had been prepared before hand. Each present was
numbered and contained something that helped to tell one part of the Christmas
story, and also had an activity to go along with it. For example, there were bells in

- the angels (who had good news to share: Jesus is born!) and then
the box from
the students could ring the bells as we sang “Joy to the World.” Other stations for
the students included: decorating cookies, making picture frames and having
their photos taken, and the fourth station varied between the various levels.

Amanda.Groshek@lcms
intl.org
Feel free to also check
out my blog about the
daily aspects of my
missionary adventure:
http://calledtogo11.blogspot.com

Christmas with the C.E. students was celebrated differently in different
classrooms, but all of us took time to read/review the Christmas story, along with
watching a fun traditional Christmas movie. I watched the Grinch cartoon with
my students. ☺

Praise and Prayers:
- Thanksgiving for all the
Christmas activities that
went relatively smoothly,
and for the real reason we
celebrate Christmas – Jesus!
- Thanksgiving for my
students who often bring a
smile to my face and new
perspectives.
- Pray that God would
continue working in the
hearts of my students to
encourage them and bring
them closer to Him
- Pray for the health of Team
Taiwan, as many of us are
fighting colds right now.
- Pray for all the
missionaries/teachers here in
Taiwan that God would use
us as His hands, feet, and
voice. And, that God would
continue to send workers out
into the field.
“Rejoice evermore”
1 Thes. 5:16

To support my work financially, you
may send a tax deductable gift to:
The Lutheran Church – Missouri
Synod
P.O. Box 790089
St. Louis, MO. 63179-0089.
Make the check payable to LCMS
The Lutheran Church – Missouri
Synod and on the Memo Line write:
Amanda Groshek. You can also give
online by going to:
http://www.lcms.org/groshek

Christmas with the Older Students
Although I don’t teach any junior or senior high classes, their Christmas
celebrations still play a big part of my Christmas week here in Taiwan. We take
the O.S.F. students caroling, there’s the Christmas skit, and I always enjoy looking
at the Christmas trees that the older students have decorated.
As usual, caroling took place after the big teacher/staff Christmas dinner hosted
by the school. We had a nice turnout, but still decided to just all go out together
in one group. First, we visited some of the local businesses near school,
including Family Mart, and local food and tea stands that both the students and
the teachers frequent. Then we caroled at some of the teachers’ houses who live
on campus. All the while, students were handing out the cards and cookies that
they had made the weeks leading up to caroling.
This year’s Christmas skit was about six doves. They all thought they were pretty
good… at first. But soon, they became tired, hungry, cold, and thirsty. Then, they
saw Jesus, and He was none of these things. They tried to get into heaven on
their own, but no matter what they did, they couldn’t do it. Jesus tried giving them
directions, but it didn’t work. Finally, Jesus donned a bird costume and led them
into heaven. We can’t get ourselves into heaven, no matter how good we are or
what we do. It’s only because Jesus became man, and sin, for us, dying on the
cross in our place that we get to heaven.
This year, I didn’t judge trees, but I still enjoyed seeing all the students’ hard work.
I also took some of my classes out to look at them. The trees help bring to life
some of the stories we talk about in class.

Calling all high-school-age
men and their dads,
grandpas, or
step-dads:
Fox River Zone
Lutheran Laymen’s
League invites you to a
winter retreat for fathers/
grandpas and sons to bond over
faith, fellowship, and fun:

Wing Men

Who:
High-schooland college-aged
men and their dads
(or another important
man in their lives)

Stronger Together
on Life’s Journey

Feb. 10-11, 2017

This special event will
address some of life’s biggest
questions like “Who are we?” and
“Why are we here?” Through a
series of group discussions, Bible
lessons, and fun activities, dads and
sons will work to build an action plan that
helps them navigate some of the toughest
challenges facing men today.

When: February 10 – 11, 2017 (Friday @ 5:00 p.m.
to Saturday @ 5:00 p.m.
Where: Camp LuWiSoMo, W5421 Aspen Road, Wild
Rose, WI 54984
			

		

Information & registration at:
LuWiSoMo.org/wingmen

The Fox River
Direct retreat questions to Daniel Weiss
Zone—LLL is
dweiss@brushfiresfoundation.org
working to strengthen
the congregations of
the South Wisconsin
District by equipping
believers to courageously
Sponsored by:
live within Christ’s love
and proclaim it to all
people.

brushfires
Engage Inspire Transform

at

Cost: $69/person (includes
1 night lodging and 3 meals
+ all retreat materials)

Featuring Daniel Weiss of
The Brushfires Foundation
About our retreat leader:

Daniel Weiss founded The Brushfires
Foundation in 2012 to equip churches to offer
a compelling Christian response to sexual
brokenness. Daniel is a writer, speaker, and
visionary dedicated to tackling tough
questions about sexuality, relationships, and
the human person with depth and
compassion. Learn more at:
BrushfiresFoundation.org

