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Trinity Lutheran Church & School
300 Broad Street
Menasha, WI 54952
November 2019
Important Dates
• 11-2 Kids Sing
• 11-5 Board Meetings
• 11– 9 Food Pantry

(920) 722-2662 Church
(920) 725-1715 School
www.trinitymenasha.com

Our Mission Statement:
Trinity Lutheran Church & School, Menasha is a fellowship of Lutheran
Christians being empowered by the Holy Spirit through the Word of
God and His Sacraments to encourage, refresh, and strengthen both
adults and children in the redemptive work of Jesus Christ, while
sharing His love with those who do not yet know their Lord and Savior.

• 11– 11 Veterans Day
• 11-12 Basket Ball Practice

Kids Sing

• 11-12 Board of Dir Meeting

Saturday at 5pm during church

• 11– 15 Grandparents Day

Service. Come and listen to them.

• 11-15-20 Book Fair
• 11-18-25 Food Drive
• 11-19 The River PAC 5th8th Grade
• 11-20 Fox Fun 1st & 2nd
Grade
• 11-21 Aesop’s Fables K42nd Grade
• 11-23 Food Pantry
• 11-28-29 No School
Thanksgiving Break.

Grandparents Day
Friday 15
Come and join the children
Church Office Hours.
Church Office hours will be 8am to 3:30pm Monday through Friday.
November 28th & 29th the Office will be closed for the Thanksgiving Holiday.
Singers Needed!

Senior Pastor:
Rev. Steven S. Billings

Assoc. Pastor/Principal:
Rev. Keith E. GeRue

Director of Music:
Mr. Tim Reuning
♪
Organist:
Mrs. Nancy Lephart

Trinity’s Choir will practice on Wednesday night’s at 7pm in the Music
Room. Voices are needed - please consider joining our wonderful Choir!
Contact Tim Reuning, Choir Director at (920) 507-0062.
Trinity Campers and RV'ers
The 2020 Trinity camping weekend is August 21-23. A new
campground has been selected, 10 sites are reserved with more sites
available if needed, all sites are located together so we can
camp together as a group. Water & 30 amp electric on all
sites, the campground has a waste dump station on
site. Watch for more information next month.

We’ve started
to show kids ages 8-13 how to get moving
and make fitness fun. Your kids will play, dance and stretch it out with our
top instructors. Class formats rotate between ZUMBA®, yoga, and
an obstacle course.
Plus, kids can bring a friend to join the fun! Bring a guest of
your own to work it out in the gym in the meantime.

November 16th · December 14th · January 25th
February 29th · March 28th · April 25th · May 16th

Open to members and non-members with a $5 drop in fee for kids
in the HIITZone
1-7 years old. Parents are also invited to join
at 9am. Upgrade and sign-up specials will be available throughout
the morning.
Spaces open on a first come first serve basis. Additional fees & restrictions may apply. See club for details. © 2019 Crunch IP Holdings, LLC

Serving Our Lord with Gladness- November 2018
Senior Pastor: Rev. Steven S. Billings, Associate Pastor/Principal: Rev. Keith E. GeRue
Elders of the Month: 5pm Tom Harrmann, 9am Craig Thomas
Elder for the Month of December: 5pm Alan Manteufel. 9am Bart Nielsen
Altar Guild: Barb Bartel, Phil & Mary Conradt, & Gail Burrows
Worship
Date/Time

Acolyte
Serving

Elder on Duty/
Comm. Assistant

Greeters

Lectors

Ushering
Crew

Nov 2
3
Nov 9
10

5pm
9am
5pm
9am

Braelyn Boss
Eve Rausch
Ally Corrente
Aaron Schmidt

Harrmann/ P. Collingwood
Thomas/ I. Thomas
Harrmann/ B. Henkel
Thomas/ Pastors

JoAnn Schultz
Jan Bathke/ Larry Olsen
Volunteer
Volunteer

Elizabeth Bahrns
Elaine Trimberger
Pastor
Pastor

Voigt
Diesch/Maynard
Harrmann
Reinke/Weinig

Nov 16
17

5pm
9am

Eva Radtke
Alexis Kruger

Harrmann/ L. Olsen
Thomas/ P. Moore

Volunteer
D&R Collingwood

Karen Riske
Deb Bartelme

Maynard
Wray/Sexmith

Nov 23
24

5pm
9am

Emma Siegel
Ethan Nielsen

Harrmann/ T. Drum
Thomas/ Pastor

Jean Zeinert
Barb Sexmith

Juliet Colby
Connie Henkel

Colby
Collingwood

Volunteer

Volunteer/Volunteer

Jean Zeinert/
Barb Sexmith

Pastor

Colby/
Collingwood

Simon Siegel
Josiah Nielsen

Harrmann/ B. Buksyk
B. Nielsen/ L. Colby

JoAnn Schultz
Jan Bathke/ Larry Olsen

Roger Voigt
Larry Olson

Voigt
Diesch/Maynard

Nov 27 6:30pm
Nov 30
Dec 1

5pm
9am

No School-Offices Closed
Thursday, November 28th
&
Friday, November 29th

For many of us, the meaning of Thanksgiving usually includes
feasting, four-day weekends, football games, floats, family
reunions, or a forerunner to Christmas festivities. The “first
Thanksgiving,” however, was neither a feast nor a holiday, but a
simple gathering. Following the Mayflower’s arrival at Plymouth
Rock on December 11, 1620, the Pilgrims suffered the loss of 46
of their original 102 colonists. With the help of 91 Indians, the
remaining Pilgrims survived the bitter winter and yielded a
bountiful harvest in 1621. In celebration, a traditional English
harvest festival, lasting three days brought the Pilgrims and
natives to unite in a “thanksgiving” observance. This
“thanksgiving” meal would not be celebrated again until June of
1676. On June 29 the community of Charlestown, Massachusetts
proclaimed a day of thanksgiving for their good fortune. Ironically,
this celebration excluded the Indians, as the colonists’ recognized
their recent victory over the “heathen natives.” One hundred
years later, in October of 1777, all 13 colonies participated in a
one-time “thanksgiving” celebration which commemorated the
patriotic victory over the British at Saratoga. It would take a span
of over 150 more years to establish Thanksgiving as we celebrate
it -- George Washington proclaimed it a National holiday in 1789,
Lincoln proclaimed the last Thursday in November in 1863, and
Congress sanctioned it as a legal holiday in 1941.

December 8th at 2pm
We are caroling with a potluck to
follow. Please come out and join us.
We will be meeting Ron and Dottie
Kraus’s home at 2pm. Please bring a
Dish to pass. A sign up sheet will be
on the spinner in the Narthex.

30 September 2019, by Sara Correnti, Health and Wellness Educator

We asked Nora some questions about her experience with a chronic condition and how it
has affected her.
In February 2015 I began to have out-of-the-ordinary health issues: double vision,
stabbing headaches, tingling sensations and loss of vision were clear signs that something
was just not right. By April 2015, after many tests of scans and blood work, I was
diagnosed with Multiple Sclerosis. My reaction to hearing this news was one of relief,
having finally having an answer to the issues I had been having, but also fear. Fear of
“What does this mean for my future?” and “What happens next?” I also questioned,
“Why me?”
It’s been a few years since being diagnosed with MS, and my initial attitude has changed
from one of fear and questioning to one of thankfulness. I feel having MS has taught me a
lot and at the end of the day, has made me a better person. I have learned not to take a
single day for granted. I can use my “new normal” for good and help others who may be
going through difficult situations in a way that some people may not be able to.
One thing I have learned after being diagnosed is how important it is to remember that
you never know what someone is going through. People who don’t know me would look
at me and never know that I have MS and experience a variety of new challenges every
day. Knowing that, I now try to give others the benefit of the doubt when I encounter
people who may not appear so friendly at the moment. I also learned it’s OK to ask for
help. I was super independent before I began experiencing symptoms, one of which
affected my eyesight. There was a period of time where I could not drive, and I was
forced to ask people to take me places and help with certain tasks around my house. I
learned how much people really do want to help, and it’s a blessing for them as much as
it is for me.”
Be kind to yourself and do your best to have a positive attitude. It’s easy to get caught in
a depressed state when you have a chronic condition but when you have a smile on your
face and look for the good in every day, it makes a world of difference. You feel better
mentally and even physically. It’s amazing. There is always something to be thankful for
in every day. You just have to open your eyes. And most importantly, put your situation
in God’s hands. He knows every chapter of your story and will not let you down. He will
carry you through every step of the way so don’t give up.

From the School
Thanksgiving
EVENTS AROUND THE SCHOOL

We Thank Thee
By: Ralph Waldo Emerson
For flowers that bloom about our feet,
Father, we thank Thee.
For tender grass so fresh, so sweet,
Father, we thank Thee.
For the song of bird and hum of bee,
For all things fair we hear or see,
Father in heaven, we thank Thee.
For blue of stream and blue of sky,
Father, we thank Thee.
For pleasant shade of branches high,
Father, we thank Thee.
For fragrant air and cooling breeze,
For beauty of the blooming trees,
Father in heaven, we thank Thee.
For this new morning with its light,
Father, we thank Thee.
For rest and shelter of the night,
Father, we thank Thee
For health and food, for love and friends,
For everything Thy goodness sends,
Father in heaven, we thank Thee.

What an exciting time to be a servant in the LORD’s
harvest. Thanks for being a part of the Trinity family.

Grandparents Day Coming Soon!
Mark your calendars! Grandparents day is coming very
soon, along with the Scholastic Book Fair. The Book Fair
will be here November 13-18th. Grandparents Day is
November 15th. This is also a noon dismissal day.
Your child will be bringing home invites to give to their
grandparents in the next week or two. If you have an
additional Grandparent that needs an invite, there are
extras available in the school office.
There will be activities and more for students and
grandparents that day and plenty of time to shop at the
book fair.
If any parents are interested in helping to count toward
their volunteer hours, please see Mrs. Andreshak in the
K5 classroom.

Nov 2 5 pm School Sings and Chimes
Nov 11: Veterans Day Assembly and Lunch
Nov 13-18: Book Fair
Nov 15: Grandparents Day and Noon Dismissal
Nov 18: Solea Dining Out Night @ all locations
Nov 18-25: Food Drive
Nov 26: Thanksgiving Lunch
Nov 27: Noon Dismissal
Nov 28-29: Thanksgiving Break

What is Taught about the Faith at Trinity
School Parent Religious information Class Begins
Monday, November 25 from 5:30 – 6:30 pm. Come
and find out what your children are taught about Faith
and God at Trinity. Week 1 will be an introduction.

GIVE THANKS
"I will give thanks to you, LORD,
with all my heart; I will tell of all
your wonderful deeds.” Psalm 9:1
Please complete a feather from the narthex
telling us what you are thankful for. Return
it to the basket. The Kindergarten students
will be cutting them out and putting
Thankful Turkeys around the school and
church. Please help us to make a bunch of
turkeys to show thanks to God!
God’s Blessings, Mrs. Andreshak’s
Kindergarten Class

Salute to the Veterans
Let Trinity Lutheran School
thank you properly
Join us for a presentation in honor of our Military Veterans
performed by the students of Trinity School
Trinity Lutheran School
300 Broad Street
Menasha, WI 54952
10:30am on November 11, 2019
Following the presentation, enjoy a free lunch to thank you
for your service to our country.
Please call Trinity’s office to RSVP for lunch by:
November 1, 2019
(920) 725-1715

The newsletter of Amanda Groshek

Year 3

October 2019

Hello! Sziastok!
Another month has come and gone. Classes are in full swing now and I’m
finally starting to feel like there’s some semblance of a routine.
A new part of the routine this year has been more tutoring. Last year, my
only private students were the two daughters of my landlords. This year,
I’m also tutoring the daughter of one of my neighbors; she is also one of
my kindergarten students. Along with tutoring two eight-year-old boys. I
was put in touch with the one boy’s mother through a friend and coworker of mine.
At the end of October is fall break, and I’m looking forward to taking a
short trip with a Hungarian friend of mine!
Peace,

Above: Some friends
and I enjoying a
festival in Tokaj last
Saturday

Some Extra Music
This past summer, while presenting in the States, you may remember me
mentioning that I’d been asked to do some sort of English music extra class of sorts.
This has ended up being a joint effort of my own along with the school’s choir director.
Many of the student who come are choir students. Right now, they are learning, “When
You Believe” from Prince of Egypt and I’ve been playing piano for them and helping
with that. But we’ve also been learning a few songs in English out of my old Taiwan
Songbook. First, we learned, “I will Call Upon the Lord” and last week we started
learning, “Love, I’ll Love” complete with clapping.
Music class meets on Tuesday, and I was surprised on Wednesday when a few of the
second-grade girls asked if we could sing, “Love, I’ll Love” in class so that they could show
their classmates. I said we could do that at the end of class, and almost everyone decided
to join is in the front of the class!

For more stories about life here in Hungary, check out my blog at: https://calledtogosite.wordpress.com/

1

Serving Relationally
This is something that I’ve been thinking about a lot this year as I’ve enjoyed many cups of
coffee or hot chocolate or glasses of lemonade with friends and coworkers since returning.
It can be easy to fall into the belief that serving God has to mean doing something, and it’s
true that there is a lot of material and spiritual needs that met through serving by doing -teaching English classes, leading Bible studies, playing piano -- and those are certainly good
things! But one of the lessons God is teaching me here is how He is also present in and
works through being present for people, which means leaving time in one’s schedule.
By allowing time for being, in the past few weeks God has presented opportunities for me
to serve and share Him…

!

…by having time to help the new YAGM missionary get settled into Nyíregyháza.
… in conversations with different friends, coworkers, and students. For example, a student
and I were discussing some different prominent works of Hungarian Literature, and the
student pointed out that the theme in this one story was very hopeless and despairing.
“This is very typical of the Hungarian mindset,” he explained. And I was able to share, “Yes,
the world can certainly be dark and difficult sometimes, but that is was we are thankful for
God. Our hope is in Him!”
… through prayer with students.

To the left: The
confirmation service
at Emmaus.
To the right: The
choir sang at the 25th
anniversary service
of the church in
Rozsreti.

Please prayerfully consider partnering with me
in God’s mission here in Hungary. You can learn
more and give online at:
https://missionofchrist.org/service/groshekamanda/

Prayer Requests:
- Prayers for English Bible Study: I am thankful
for the group of women who will be joining this
small group Bible study this semester. Please
pray for us as we meet to study God’s word
together.
- Prayers for safe travels over the fall break at
the end of October.

2

… TRINITY

LC † A Petite Crossword for November 2019
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26

27

28

29

30
31

ACROSS
1. the Holy ___ brings us
to God! Thanks!
3. always remember, __
is a gift from God!
7. on 30 November we
celebrate St. ___
8. __ ___ Day is 1 November! A great day to
celebrate those who
have gone before us …
AND …us!
11. the Day late this
month we are grateful
to God for everything
He’s provided for us
16. as it gets colder, the
blowing ___ is worse!
17. to steal
18. the 11th month of the
year
20. are there any ___this
month? Maybe soup or
chili? Bread? … 
22. in Deuteronomy God

requests that we __,
10%, give Him our first
fruits
24. Trinity Reformation
League!
25. hooray to the ___ for
their beautiful singing in
worship!! Thanks!!
26. my best friend! Is He
yours? I hope so! Remember to 23D to Him
every day!
28. the 28D book, inspired by 26A that tells
us how to live our lives!
29. Mary’s Son; our
Brother; our King!
30. the front of the sanctuary where the altar,
lecturn and pulpit live
31. an order of worship
to do at night: __ ___
DOWN
2. to feel remorse

4. Caspian, Baltic,
5. it’s NOT: I think I can, I
think can! … but instead:
I KNOW I can! I KNOW I
can! … right? ☺ 
6. ‘tis the season for
throwing the oblong
ball & tackling
each other
8. well, unfortunately, __
doesn’t begin until next
month (the season before
Christmas)

9. the last Sunday we
celebrate “___ the 12D”
Sunday (instead of Sunday
of the Fulfillment)

10. white, fluffy, frozen
rain will fall by the end
of this month – promise!!
12. Jesus is __ of the
World!!
13. God gave each of us
many ___s – they’re all
different from each

other
14. what month is this?
15. what does Pastor
wear each Sunday for
worship to signify his
special purpose
16. our response to
God’s invitation – we
pray, sing, listen and
read
19. an expression of
surprise!!
21. music, dance, etc.,
painting, photography,
23. talking to God
27. the mother of Bambi
– look out this month!
She’s not looking for
you!
28. opposite of small
Das ist alles!

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH - FINANCIAL REPORT SEPT 2019
General Fund
Restricted Funds
Endowment Fund
LCEF Steward Fund
Estate Plan Fund
RBC Account
Memorial Fund
Office Acct
Debts Repaid
Think Tank
Scrip
TOTAL
BOTR Mortgage

BEGINNING BALANCE DEPOSITS/INCOME
$48,239.46
$48,063.57
$130,810.02
$601.07
$105,457.02
$0.00
$2,749.25
$10,727.71
$29,437.20
$6.25
$40,072.57
$638.73
$8,355.57
$101.08
$1,487.12
$0.06
$8,282.41
$1.07
$3,179.83
$0.41
$15,255.46
$40,262.59
$392,532.28
$1,114,820.71

** - report not yet available for September 2019

WITHDRAWALS/EXPENSES
-$69,988.07
-$620.00
$0.00
-$8,914.10
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
-$34,439.58

ENDING BALANCE
$26,314.96
$130,791.09
$105,457.02 **
$4,562.86
$29,443.45
$40,711.30
$8,456.65
$1,487.18
$8,283.48
$3,180.24
$21,078.47
$379,766.70
$1,109,971.06

Trinity Lutheran Church & School
300 Broad Street
Menasha, WI 54952

November 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2
5pm Worship/ School
kids sing

3-All Saints’ Day
9am Worship
10:30am Ed Hour

4
Pastor’s Day Off
Sewing Day
6:30pm Prayer Time
6:30pm Women’s Bible

5
6:30am Ladies Bible
11:00am Brd of W Mtg
6:30pm Board Mtgs

6
8:45am Chapel
10:30am Adult Bible
3:45pm Faculty Mtg
5pm Catechism
7pm Choir

7
6am Men’s Bible Study
6pm Alpha
6:30pm Altar Guild Meeting

8

9
9am Food Pantry
10am Estate Planning
5pm Worship

10-Pentecost 22
9am Worship
10:30am Ed Hour

11– Veterans Day
Pastor’s Day Off
Veterans Assembly &
Lunch
Sewing Day
6:30pm Prayer Time
6:30pm Women’s Bible
6:30pm Peace LWML

12
6:30am Ladies Bible
3:45pm BB Practice
6:30pm Brd of Dir

13
Book Fair
10:30am Adult Bible
5pm Catechism
7pm Choir

14
Book Fair
6am Men’s Bible Study
6pm Alpha

15
Book Fair
Grandparents Day
8:45am Chapel
Noon Dismissal

16
Book Fair
5pm Worship

17-Pentecost 23
Book Fair
9am Worship
10:30am Ed Hour

18
Pastor’s Day Off
Sewing Day
School Food Drive
Solea Dine Out
6:30pm Prayer Time
6:30pm Women’s Bible

19
6:30am Ladies Bible
12:30pm 5th-8th PAC
The River
3:45pm BB Practice
5:30pm Ladies Aid @
Machine Shed

20
Food Drive
8:45am Chapel
9:45am Fox Fun grade
1st-2nd
10:30am Adult Bible
3:45pm All Staff Mtg
5pm Catechism
7pm Choir

21
Food Drive
6am Men’s Bible Study
6pm Alpha Ends

22
Food Drive

23
Food Drive
9am Food Pantry
5pm Worship

24-Last Sunday of Church
Year
9am Worship
10:30am Ed Hour

25
Pastor’s Day Off
Sewing Day
School Food Drive
6:30pm Prayer Time
6:30pm Women’s Bible

26
6:30am Ladies Bible
Thanksgiving Lunch
Food Drive
3:45pm BB Practice

27
10:30am Worship
10:30am Adult Bible
Noon Dismissal
5pm Catechism
6:30pm Worship
7pm Choir

28-Thanksgiving Day
29
No School Both Offices No School Both Offices
are Closed
are Closed
No Men’s Bible Study

30
5pm Worship

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
11/11
11/12
11/13
11/13
11/16
11/18
11/25
11/29

MILES, Robert & Donna
KOBS, Justin & Rachel
BAEHMAN, Duane & Kathryn
KAYE, Gary & Teresa
MAYNARD, Jerry & Ellie
FLATER, Robert & Karon
EDWARDS, David & Karen
SCHAEFER, LeRoy & Mercedes

BIRTHDAYS
11/3 MILLER, Nicolette
11/4 CORRENTE, Dominic
11/5 DAHMS, Nathan
11/5 VITEK, Rudy
11/6 SCHRAMPFER, Alexander
11/7 MAHONEY, Julian
11/8 BATES, Abbie
11/8 CORRENTE, Courtney
11/8 DURKEY, Judith
11/8 MAYNARD, Jerry
11/9 BILLINGS, Rev. Steven
11/9 DIESCH, Jacqueline
11/10 PETERSON, Chantay
11/11 KOHLER, Linda
11/13 RATZBURG, Brian

11/14
11/14
11/17
11/18
11/19
11/21
11/22
11/23
11/24
11/24
11/25
11/28
11/28
11/29
11/29
11/30

BARTELME, Linda
VOSTER, Beverly
MODERSON, Ailene
BROWN, Mackenzie
REUNING, Tim
HEID, Janine
NIELSEN, Rebekah
WEINIG, Adina
CLEVELAND, Jackson
KAMPRATH, Timothy
MANTEUFEL, Lyanna
BURSACK, Micheal
KOHLER, Donna
ROBINSON, Rev. William
SCHMIDT, April
STOLZMAN, Thomas

 Trinity Membership Update 
New Members/Transfers In: None
Released/Transfers Out: None
Baptisms: None
Weddings: None
Members Who Have Passed: None

Catechetical Comments
A Series
THE TEN COMMANDMENTS
This month we begin our consideration of the Ninth Commandment:
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.

What does this mean?

We should fear and love God so that we do not
scheme to get our neighbor’s inheritance or house, or get it in a way
which only appears right, but help and be of service to him in keeping it.
Obviously, a violation of the 9th Commandment
easily leads to a violation of the 7th. If I want the

Question 63. What is coveting?

Coveting is having a sinful desire for anyone
or anything that belongs to our neighbor.
The Catechism 1991 answers the question:
“What is coveting?” by simply stating that to covet
is to have a sinful desire for what belongs to
someone else, and then references the following
verses:
Rom. 7:8 – Sin . . . produced in me all kinds of
covetousness.
Mat. 15:19 – Out of the heart come evil thoughts,
murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false
witness, slander.
Let’s consider first the nature of coveting and
then compare the 9th Commandment with the 7th in
order to see the impact one has upon the other.
Coveting is not simply a desire to have what
does not belong to you; it is a sinful desire to have
what does not belong to you.
What’s the
difference? I may look at my neighbor’s car and
say, “That’s a nice car. I’d like a car like that.”
That is not coveting. I may even say, “I’d really like
to have that very car. That, too, is not coveting. I
may, after all, be perfectly willing to offer my
neighbor a reasonable price to purchase his car.
Nothing at all wrong with that. A sinful desire for

coveting

of his

car, elicits within me a desire to get the car

at all

the man’s car – and, therefore, a

costs.

This means that I become willing to do
whatever it takes to separate the man from his car.
And here we see not only the connection between
Commandments 9 and 7, but the interrelatedness
of all the Commandments.

car so badly that I’m willing to do anything to get
it, I may well be willing to steal it.
However, it needn’t stop there. What if it
belongs to my father? Getting it dishonestly then
also violates the 4th Commandment, does it not?
What if I’m willing to kill the man for it? There
goes the 5th Commandment! What if sleeping with
his wife (or letting him sleep with mine) will help
me get it? That’s the 6th Commandment. Or,
perhaps I can threaten him with slander or libel,
thereby pressuring him into giving up his car.
There’s the 8th Commandment.
Of course, all of these lead us back to the First
Table of the Law, which treats of our relationship
to God. In all likelihood, if my relationship with
God is good, if I honor Him and His name, and if I
regularly hear His Word preached and receive the
Holy Sacrament, I’m going to be much less likely to
violate the Second Table of the Law in dealing with
my fellow human beings.
And,
ultimately,
any
offense
against
Commandments 2 through 10 is also an offense
against the 1st Commandment, because it betrays
an attitude that I am the arbiter of my own
morality, that I get to choose what is permissible
for me to do, thereby making myself my own god.
Often, the last two Commandments are slighted
as being “not that bad.” After all, we haven’t killed
anyone, we haven’t stolen or done any of the really
“big” sins. But Jesus said, “Out of the heart come
evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality,
theft, false witness, slander” (Mat. 15:19). All sin
begins as an idea and grows from there. As James
said, “Each person is tempted when he is lured and
enticed by his own desire. Then desire when it has
conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully
grown brings forth death” (Jam. 1:14–15). T
Humbly in His service,
Rev. Steven S. Billings, Senior Pastor

