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Important Dates
• Events are starting to be
rescheduled. Please
check the monthly calendar for updates.
• Services are open to the
public by reservation
only. Please contact the
church office at (920)
722-2662 or
bwohrabe@trinitymenas
ha.com.
• Services will continue to
be available for livestreaming on Trinity’s
Facebook page, and for
later viewing on
YouTube. Check the
church website for more
details.
• You may also check the
church Facebook page
for a Daily Devotion from
Pastor Billings.

(920) 722-2662 Church
(920) 725-1715 School
www.trinitymenasha.com

Our Mission Statement:
Trinity Lutheran Church & School, Menasha is a fellowship of Lutheran
Christians being empowered by the Holy Spirit through the Word of
God and His Sacraments to encourage, refresh, and strengthen both
adults and children in the redemptive work of Jesus Christ, while
sharing His love with those who do not yet know their Lord and Savior.

History on October
October is the tenth month of the year in the Julian and Gregorian Calendars and the sixth of seven months to have a length of 31 days. The eighth
month in the old calendar of Romulus c. 750 bc, October retained its name
(from the Latin and Greek ôctō meaning "eight") after January and February
were inserted into the calendar that had originally been created by the Romans. Among the Anglo-Saxons, it was known as Ƿinterfylleþ, because at
this full moon (fylleþ) winter was supposed to begin. October is commonly
associated with the season of autumn in the Northern hemisphere and
with spring in the Southern hemisphere.
Thank You
Thank you, Trinity family, for your generosity for our Lutheran World Relief
Drive. Within just a few weeks we have received the donations needed for our
goal of 85 school kits and surpassed our goal of 100 health kits. These kits
along with 50 beautiful quilts will be sent to needy people all over the world
this fall. We will also be able to send a donation of money to Lutheran World
Relief for the costly shipping involved. If you intended to be part of this drive,
you may still give a monetary gift to Beth for the shipping. Once again, many
thanks to everyone for your timely response. We praise and thank God for the
many faithful stewards! Trinity Ladies Aid/LWML
Reformation Day

Senior Pastor:
Rev. Steven S. Billings

Assoc. Pastor/Principal:
Rev. Keith E. GeRue

Choir Director:
Mr. Tim Reuning
♪
Organist:
Mrs. Nancy Lephart
♪

First monk, then husband and father and ground-breaking Reformer, Martin
Luther suffered from painful illnesses such as kidney stones all throughout his
life. Despite his many responsibilities and struggles, he continued to write and
preach hundreds of sermons until just before his death in 1546.
Also a great proponent and writer of music, many of Luther’s self-composed
hymns still fill church halls around the world with a joyful noise. Included is the
familiar “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”. Now translated into dozens of languages, this hymn still stirs emotion and inspires faith as strongly as it did 483
years ago.
In 1508, a 24-year-old Martin Luther moved from Erfurt to Lutherstadt Wittenberg, having graduated from student to professor and wishing to begin his
work as a priest. On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther changed the course of
history with one simple act: nailing his 95 Theses to the door of Lutherstadt
Wittenberg's Castle Church.
These 95 Theses encouraged people to question the teachings and dogma of
the Roman Catholic Church at that time, which in turn led to the Reformation.
Shelter Blanket Sewers Wanted!
If you can sew a straight seam, or close to it, we have a need for you. We have a lot of
squares and strips ready to be sewn together into quilt tops. This is a project you can do
at home. Contact LaVerne Werth @ 740-0381. Machines are also available for your use.
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Mon
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Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
6am Men’s Bible
6:30pm Worship
by Reservation
3:45am Parent Teacher
Conferences

2
No School
Parent Teacher Conferences

3
5pm Worship
by Reservation
& Online

4-Pentecost 18
9am Worship
by Reservation
& Online
10:30am Ed Hour In Person & Online

5
Pastor’s Day Off
Sewing Day
K4/K5 Virtual Tour of Little
Farmer
6:30pm Prayer Time At
Home
6:30pm Women’s Bible
Online

6
6:30am Ladies Bible
6:30pm Brd Meeting
Online
3:45pm Volleyball Practice

7
8:45am Chapel
3:45pm Faculty
Meeting
5pm Catechism

8
6am Men’s Bible
4:30 pm Volleyball Valley
Home-schoolers @
Home
6:30pm Worship
by Reservation

9
2:45pm Electives

10
9am Food Pantry
5pm Worship
by Reservation
& Online

11-Pentecost 19
9am Worship
by Reservation
& Online
10:30am Ed Hour In Person & Online

12– Columbus Day
Book Fair
Pastor’s Day Off
Sewing Day
6:30pm Prayer Time At
Home
6:30pm Women’s Bible
Online

13
Book Fair
6:30am Ladies Bible
4:30 pm Volleyball Trinity
Oshkosh @ Home
6:30pm Brd of Dir Online

14
Book Fair
8:45am Chapel
5pm Catechism

15
Book Fair
6am Men’s Bible
3:45pm Volleyball Practice
6:30pm Worship
by Reservation

16
Book Fair
Noon Dismissal
Grandparents Day

17
5pm Worship
by Reservation
& Online

18-Pentecost 20
9am Worship
by Reservation
& Online
10:30am Ed Hour In Person & Online

19
Pastor’s Day Off
Sewing Day
6:30pm Prayer Time At
Home
6:30pm Women’s Bible
Online

20
6:30am Ladies Bible
4:30pm Volleyball St.
John Berlin @ Home
6:30pm Ladies Aid

21
8:45am Chapel
3:45pm All Staff Meeting
5pm Catechism

22
6am Men’s Bible
4:30pm Volleyball St.
Paul Manawa @ Home
6:30pm Worship
by Reservation

23
2:45pm Electives
6:30pm Wedding Rehearsal

24
9am Food Pantry
3pm Aris / Grace Wedding
5pm Worship
by Reservation
& Online

25-St. Luke
9am Worship
by Reservation
& Online
10:30am Ed Hour In Person & Online

26
Pastor’s Day Off
Sewing Day
6:30pm Prayer Time At
Home
6:30pm Women’s Bible
Online

27
6:30am Ladies Bible
4:30 pm Volleyball Valley
FVCA @ Home
Parent Night

28
8:45am Chapel
5pm Catechism

30
29
End of 1st Quarter
6am Men’s Bible
4:30 pm Volleyball Party
Noon Dismissal
and Parent Game
6:30pm Worship
by Reservation

31- Reformation
5pm Worship
by Reservation
& Online

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
10/2
10/6
10/7
10/9
10/9
10/11
10/11
10/13

BROWN, Jasen & Amanda
REUNING, Tim & Jackie
BATES, Dewey & Kelly
BORCHARDT, Russell & Karen
DAHMS, Nathan & Anne
GAST, Bruce & Lana
WATSON, Bill & Carla
FLEISCHER, Shirley & Ernest

10/15
10/15
10/16
10/20
10/20
10/22
10/22
10/23

MEVERDEN, Donald & Betsy
VITEK, Rudy & Barbara
RATZBURG, Brian & Linda
ACKER, David & Eileen
RISKE, Carl & Karen
BUKSYK, William & Mary Anne
WRIGHT, Norman & Ruth
CLEVELAND, Andrew & Heather

BIRTHDAYS
10/1
10/2
10/3
10/3
10/3
10/7
10/8
10/8
10/9
10/9
10/9
10/10
10/10

BUKSYK, Mary Anne
KISLEWSKI, Jacqueline
BOUCHARD, Jeremy
MLODIK, Mitchell
SOKEL, Laurie
REICHERT, Joseph
WITTMANN, Debra
WRIGHT, Norman
DAMROW, Alisha
HERTZIGER, Henry
SCHEWE, Barbara
BORCHARDT, Karen
BOUCHARD, Jordan

10/10
10/11
10/11
10/12
10/14
10/14
10/14
10/15
10/15
10/16
10/19
10/20
10/21

WRAY, Terry
GROSHEK, Emberli
STIER, Jane
GEHRT, Donald
KOHLER, Christian
MADER, Donald
TRIMBERGER, Elaine
GAST, Iris
MILLER, Angela
MEHL, Ruby
ALLEN, Robert
VOSTER, Ronald
BARTELME, David

10/21
10/22
10/23
10/23
10/24
10/24
10/25
10/26
10/26
10/26
10/27
10/28
10/30

WRAY, Teresa
GREETAN, Linda
BRICCO-TOBIN, Sherry
CONRADT, Mary
CONRADT, Philip
WENDLER, Kurt
WIECK, Dylon
ALLEN, Betty
KOHLER, Christine
THOMAS, Craig
THOMAS, Ian
WITTMANN, Jim
LOOKER, Samantha

 Trinity Congregational Statistics 
New Members/Transfers In: Caleb, Lauryn, and Shiloh Tuyls
Weddings: None

Baptisms: None

Released/Transfers Out: None

Members Who Have Passed: Sylvia Borchardt
25

For I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last he will stand upon the earth.
thus destroyed, yet in my flesh I shall see God. Job 19:25-26

26

And after my skin has been

Serving Our Lord with Gladness- October 2020
Senior Pastor: Rev. Steven S. Billings, Associate Pastor/Principal: Rev. Keith E. GeRue.
Elders of the Month: 5pm Volunteer, 9am Dave Collingwood.
Altar Guild of the Month: Jean Zeinert, Beth Wohlrabe.

Worship
Date/Time

Acolyte
Serving

Oct. 3 5:00pm
4 9:00am

N/A

Oct. 10 5:00pm
13 9:00am

N/A

Oct. 17 5:00pm
18 9:00am

N/A

Oct. 24 5:00pm
25 9:00am

N/A

Oct. 31 5:00pm
Nov. 01 9:00am

N/A

Elder on Duty/
Comm. Assistant
Volunteer
Dave Collingwood

Volunteer
Dave Collingwood

Volunteer
Dave Collingwood

Volunteer
Dave Collingwood

Volunteer
Dave Collingwood

Greeters

Lectors

Ushering
Crew

N/A

Pastor
Pastor

Volunteer
Volunteer

N/A

Pastor
Pastor

Volunteer
Volunteer

N/A

Pastor
Pastor

Volunteer
Volunteer

N/A

Pastor
Pastor

Volunteer
Volunteer

N/A

Pastor
Pastor

Volunteer
Volunteer

History on Christopher Columbus
Christopher Columbus is the explorer who is credited for discovering America. Of course, there were already
people living in America at the time who where called Native Americans. There even was a European, Leif
Ericsson, who had been to the Americas before, However, it was Columbus’ voyage that started the exploration
and colonization of the Americas. Columbus was born in Genoa, Italy in 1415. He later lived in Lisbon where
he worked as a trader. He learned how to make maps and navigate a ship. Columbus and his brother,
Bartholomew, knew that there were great riches to be had in China and East Asia. However, traveling overland
by the Silk Road was dangerous and a sea route around Africa seemed much larger than he thought and there
was another land, the Americas, between Europe and Asia. Columbus spent years trying to convince someone
to pay for his voyage. He first tried to get King John II of Portugal to pay for his journey, but the king was not
interested. Finally, he was able to convince Queen Isabella and King Ferdinand of Spain to pay for the trip. He
set sail on August 3, 1492 with three ships named the Nina, the Pinta, and the Santa Maria. The voyage was
long and difficult. At one point his men threatened to mutiny and wanted to turn back. Columbus promised
them he would turn back in two days if they didn’t find land. In his journal, however, he wrote that he had no
intention of turning back. On October 12, 1492 land was spotted. It was a small island in the Bahamas that
Columbus would name San Salvador. He met natives there that he called Indians because he was convinced
that he had landed on islands off the coast of East Asia. He also visited other islands in the Caribbean such
as Cuba and Hispaniola.

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH - FINANCIAL REPORT AUG 2020
Nicolet General Fund
Nicolet Restricted Funds
LCMS Endowment Fund
LCEF Steward Fund
Nicolet Money Market
RBC Account
Nicolet Memorial Fund
Nicolet Office Acct
Nicolet Debts Repaid
Nicolet Think Tank
Nicolet Scrip
TOTAL
LCEF Mortgage (BOTR)

BEGINNING BALANCE
$53,661.08
$128,594.76
$108,500.24
$2,128.29
$23,447.28
$42,901.62
$14,827.03
$923.99
$8,286.58
$3,181.44
$13,619.81
$400,072.12
$1,066,468.29

DEPOSITS/INCOME
$64,858.30
$2,073.00

WITHDRAWALS/EXPENSES
-$63,639.23
-$1,215.05

$7,766.05
$75,003.02

-$7,475.35
$0.00

$0.00

-$70.00

$33,227.75
$182,928.12

-$30,884.89
-$103,284.52

ENDING BALANCE
$54,880.15
$129,452.71
$108,500.24
$2,418.99
$98,450.30
$42,901.62
$14,827.03
$853.99
$8,286.58
$3,181.44
$15,962.67
$479,715.72
$1,062,942.36

LADIES AID/LWML CALL TO ORDER BAKE SALE
It’s that time again when we looked forward to the Trinity Craft Fair and the Trinity Family worked
together to offer some amazing items that were fun to purchase and enjoy. The Pie Crew geared
up for their day of creating many delicious heaping apple pies and there were dozens of sweet
breads, pecan pies, cookies, peanut butter balls and muffins ready for the big day. Many Trinity
people put their hearts and hands into this day and Sally Bolen and Beth Wohlrabe worked endless
hours to make sure things ran smoothly. The Craft Fair will not happen this year but we still want to
offer to make pies, breads, cookies, cakes, muffins etc. on a ‘call to order basis’ to bring joy to your
Fall.
The items available are as follows:
Pies:

Breads:

Cookies:

Apple Pie $14 (2 crust or
French topping)

Cranberry Nut Bread (large
loaf) $6; (small loaf) $2

Key Lime Pie (graham
cracker crust) $10

Banana Chocolate Chip
Bread (large loaf) $6; (small
loaf) $2

Chocolate Chip Cookies $6
per dozen (with or without
nuts)

Cherry Pie $14
Pumpkin Pie $10
Lemon Meringue Pie $14
Custard Pie (with or without
coconut) $10
Pecan Pie $12
Walnut Pie $12

Banana Nut Bread (large
loaf) $6; (small loaf) $2
Banana Bread (large loaf)
$5; (small loaf) $1.75
Chocolate Cherry Muffins
$3 per half dozen

Oatmeal Raisin Cookies $6
per dozen (with or without
nuts)
Peanut Butter Cookies $6
per dozen (creamy or
crunchy peanut butter)
Cakes:
Angel Food Cake from
scratch (unfrosted) $12
Chocolate Zucchini Snack
Cake (8 x 8) $4

Our sale will run from October 1st to November 12th to call in orders. The orders will be filled
between October 12th and November 14th; you pick your date. Call Dottie Kraus to place your order
(991-2705) or send an email to rkraus001@gmail.com. If no answer, leave a message and your
phone call will be returned. All proceeds of this sale will go to Missions or for Trinity Church and
School projects. To God be the Glory!

TASTES OF TRINITY
Place your orders for immediate pick-up:
Rose’s Jams 8 oz. $1 or freewill offering – Blackberry,
Peach, Raspberry, Strawberry, Rhubarb Strawberry, Raspberry Strawberry
and several other combinations
Fish Fry Coleslaw - $1 pint, $5 ice cream pail
Call Elaine to order 920-470-9090

Catechetical Comments
A Series
THE TEN COMMANDMENTS
This month we continue our look at The Close of the
Commandments:

What does God say about all these commandments? He says, “I, the
LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and
fourth generation of those who hate Me, but showing love to a thousand generations of those who
love Me and keep My commandments.” [Ex. 20: 5–6]

What does this mean? God threatens to punish all who break these commandments. Therefore, we
should fear His wrath and not do anything against them. But He promises grace and every blessing
to all who keep these commandments. Therefore, we should also love and trust in Him and gladly do
what He commands.
Question 70: What does God threaten to

do to all who hate Him and break His
commandments?
God threatens earthly punishment, physical
death, and eternal damnation.
The Catechism 1991 answers the question:
“What does God threaten to do to all who hate Him
and break His commandments?” by saying very
simply that “God threatens earthly punishment,
physical death, and eternal damnation.” In support
of this it lists the following Scripture passages:
Lev. 26:18 – If in spite of this you will not listen to
Me, then I will discipline you again sevenfold for
your sins.
Rom. 6:23 – The wages of sin is death.
Gal. 3:10 – Cursed be everyone who does not
abide by all things written in the Book of the Law.
I wonder how many people actually still believe
what is stated above – that God threatens to punish
those who violate His law.
It certainly doesn’t look like people believe this
anymore. Even committed Christians often take
their sins lightly, with a sort of cavalier attitude that
says, “Well, God will forgive me, so it’s no big deal.”
And, rather than resonating with the pastor who
preaches the law to them, they cringe and com-

plain, as though he has spoken to them with undue
harshness. Like unruly parents who attack the
teacher for disciplining their child, they ridicule the
preacher rather than acknowledging the truth. Such
is the world today.
The pastor who preaches both the law and the
gospel is not being unkind to you when he preaches
the law. Look at the passage from Romans 6 and
you’ll see what’s at stake and why the pastor dares
to speak to you of the wrath of God. “The wages of
sin is death.” The pastor’s goal in preaching is not
to get people to like him or to impress them with his
knowledge of the Bible. He’s trying to keep people
out of hell. Preaching, while not without its
occasions for humor, is nonetheless serious
business.
Remember, the pastor is under a threat of his
own, and not just because he’s a sinner like you.
As we heard recently in one of our Old Testament
readings, the Lord said to Ezekiel, “Whenever you
hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them
warning from me. If I say to the wicked, O wicked
one, you shall surely die, and you do not speak to
warn the wicked to turn from his way, that wicked
person shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will

require at your hand.”
God has called the pastor to preach the law so
that sinners may repent and be saved. Trust me,
he doesn’t really want to, because it makes people
angry, but neither does he want your blood on his
hands. T
Humbly in His service,
Rev. Steven S. Billings
Senior Pastor

From the School Principal
"Liberated from Anxious Worry"
Matthew 6:24-34
A Swedish proverb says, “Worry often gives a small thing a
big shadow.” How true that is! This odd year called 2020 is
conditioning us to make and live in lots of big shadows. Remember when the pandemic
started and we endured the big shadow of toilet paper and paper towel shortages? I still have no idea what a
run on paper goods rolled on cardboard tubes had to do with COVID, but there it was—that big shadow.
One anonymous source tried to calculate just what makes people anxious. According to that source,
40% of the average person’s anxieties focus on things that never happen;
30% of a person’s anxieties focus on things of the past, things that cannot be changed;
12% of one’s anxieties are over criticisms, which are mostly untrue;
10% of a person’s anxieties are over health issues, and those health issues only get worse with stress; and
only 8% of the average person’s anxieties are about real problems.
We fallen creatures seem to relish giving small things a big shadow. Or, how about this picture for your worries
and anxieties: Worry is like a rocking chair. It may give you something to do, but it gets you nowhere.
Our Lord knows this. He also knows how His disciples, both then and now, are so very prone to anxious worry.
So He invites us to learn from the little birds and the tiny lily. He woos and invites us to be liberated from our
anxious worry.
First, Jesus gives us an “either/or” lesson for looking at the world. Just before our text, He said, “Where your
treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Mt. 6:21). Then with His first words in our Gospel, He says: “No one
can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and
despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.” You cannot divide your loyalties. You cannot
simultaneously serve God and money. You cannot simultaneously serve God and anxious worry. There is only
room in your heart for one lord and master. Will it be God, or will it be your anxious worry?
Next, Jesus gives us His wonderfully simple object lessons of the little birds and the tiny lily. What can we
learn from the little birds? Onetime Martin Luther was overwhelmed by the vast variety of birds in God’s
creation. He pondered how much it might cost God to feed them all with so many different kinds of seeds and
berries. Wouldn’t a few standard types of birds be more economical? Luther wondered. There are robins,
ravens, jackdaws, crows, canaries, cardinals, wrens, finches, and so many more. Yet God knows each and
every one of them. And no petite hummingbird falls to the ground dead without God knowing it. They
neither grow nor harvest their own crops, nor store their food in barns. “Yet,” Jesus says, “your heavenly
Father feeds them.”
So who among you, people more valuable than those little birds, people bought back with the blood of Christ—
who among you can add a mere 18 inches to your long-distance marathon of life? After all, you live your lives
under the Father’s care. You live your lives with the Son’s cross-won forgiveness. Why be anxious? Why worry
about a new disease that we now know has a 99% survivability rate? Why worry about destructive riots
and devastating wildfires? Oh, I know, many in the media and some of our leaders keep stoking the fires of
fear and anxiety. But they cannot overrule your Father’s promises in Jesus.
As Proverbs reminds you: “Anxiety in a man's heart weighs him down, but a good word makes him
glad” (12:25). That good word is your Father’s love through Christ crucified for anxious sinners. The psalmist
also reminds you: “It is in vain that you rise up early and go late to rest, eating the bread of anxious toil; for he
gives to his beloved sleep” (Ps. 127:2). You may rest safe and secure in your Father’s care.
What can we learn from the tiny lily? Now this is not the splendid, fragrant Easter lily, tall and proud. No, this is
the tiny little flower you see growing in bunches in the grass along the roadside. This tiny lily grows as a
creature of God. This miniature flower does not make itself grow, but God makes this lily grow. It is entirely
dependent upon His goodness and provision. So it waits on God for its growth and strength. And it accepts
God’s good

design. It knows it is not a mighty oak tree. The tiny lily is not impatient. It has no hurry or fluster. It has a deep
quiet and a strong peace.
We might think also of Mary’s Baby—quiet, hidden in her womb for nine months, and growing as God provided.
Then after He was born, He grew into a young boy, He would go to school, play, help around the house, and
perhaps play with the tiny lilies, without a care in the world. Remember this when you get flustered, impatient,
and overshadowed with anxious worry. Remember the tiny lily. Especially remember the lily of the valleys, your
Lord Jesus, who came from Mary, the rose of Sharon (Songs 2:1).
Not only is this tiny lily in Jesus’ object lesson a creature of God; it also lives solely to God. It has no anxious toil
for security and safety in life. It does not spin or store up in banks or retirement funds. It does not worry about
where to get clothing, food, drink, or toilet paper. It simply finds its fulfillment in living with the design and purpose
given by God. Even its appearance and beauty is a gift from God. That’s what makes it more splendid and
beautiful than Solomon in his luxurious glory.
But notice what else Jesus says about the tiny lily: today it’s alive and tomorrow it’s thrown into the oven. The
lily can die quietly and without complaint. In death as in life, the lily lives only by God’s design and only with
God’s purpose.
So too, the lily of the valleys, our Lord Jesus. He came into this sin-cursed world, this creation that groans under
the weight of sin and death, to live God’s purpose of rescue and healing. He was crushed by the curse and
thrown into the oven of crucifixion. He died without complaint, as He died for you and your salvation. And you
know the rest of the story. He also rose again! His resurrection means your resurrection. His life restored means
your life restored and creation restored for all eternity.
When it’s your time to die, you may die quietly and without complaint. This is true whether you die from natural
causes, from COVID, in the path of a riot, or a wildfire, or a hurricane, or from something else. No need to be
anxious, because your Father cares for you.
Jesus is drawing and wooing and inviting you to be free from all anxious worry over all of your needs. How can
you do this? “Seek first the [reign] of God and His righteousness.” Receive His blessing and His calling that come
only through Jesus. Keep seeking Jesus where He promises to be found. Keep seeking His gracious rule in the
forgiveness of sins. You seek His reign when you seek His Gospel in the Scriptures and the Sacraments. You
seek His reign with your brothers and sisters in Christ. Together you are joined to Jesus in your Baptism.
Together you gather to hear His Word of life that makes anxiety dissipate. Together you receive His Body and
Blood for forgiveness, life, and salvation.
“If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right
hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. For you have died, and
your life is hidden with Christ in God” (Col. 3:1-3). Amen.

Yours in Christ, Pastor GeRue

Upcoming Events
Thursday Oct 1: Trestle Walk, Parent/Teacher Conferences after 3:30PM
Friday Oct 2: NO SCHOOL, Parent/Teacher Conferences
Saturday Oct 10– Friday Oct. 16: Book Fair
Monday Oct 12: Picture Retakes
Tuesday Oct 13: Dental and Vision Screenings
Tuesday, Oct. 13: Volleyball @ Home vs. Trinity Oshkosh
Friday Oct 16: Noon Dismissal
Grandparents Day Postponed until further Notice
Monday Oct 19: Virtual Field Trip: 4K & 5K Little Farmer
Tuesday, Oct. 20: Volleyball @ Home vs. St. John Berlin
Thursday, Oct. 22: Volleyball @ Home vs. St. Paul Manawa
Tuesday, Oct. 27: Volleyball @ Home vs. FVCA (Parent Night)
Friday Oct 30: End of 1st Quarter, Noon dismissal

YEAR 1, SEPTEMBER 2020

CALLED TO GO: KYIV, UKRAINE
The newsletter of Amanda Groshek
(teaching English, sharing Jesus)

Students arriving to the quad
the first day of school.

STAY IN TOUCH:

Email:
amanda.groshek@
missionofchrist.org
Blog:
Called to Go
(on Wordpress)

WHAT IS A MISSIONARY?
Some thoughts from a fifth grade class

This question came up during class with the fifth graders this week, because one of them
asked me, "Why are you in Ukraine?" A worthwhile question. I responded with a question,
"Why do you think I'm in Ukraine?" The class is composed of three girls (since I only see the
E.L.L. students). They stopped to think. "Because you're a teacher?" ventured one. "Because
you're a missionary?" guessed another. "Correct," I replied, "What is a missionary?" They
thought some more.
"Someone who preaches about Jesus, like a preacher?"
"Someone who stands on the street and tells people walking by about Jesus?"
"Yes, some missionaries are pastors and some missionaries stand on streets and talk about
Jesus," I agreed, "But really a missionary is just someone who wants to share about Jesus
with other people, so they can have all different jobs. They can be pastors. They can be
teachers. Even accountants or scientists can be missionaries!"
And this answer was enough for them, at least for today.
Even though it's not a Bible class, there have still been some good sharing Jesus and
encouraging each other moments in class just in this first week together.

Cookies and a note for teachers
from the Moms' Prayer group

Chalk art from a parent and her senior daughter to
welcome teachers back on the first day of school!

CHRIST IN THE CLASSROOM
Unexpected opportunities to share about faith or encourage each other
Although many of the students at K.C.A. (Kyiv Christian Academy)
come from Christian homes, not all of them do. What a neat thing
then to see that even in just the first two weeks of school how
Jesus is there in the classroom as different topics are discussed or
questions are asked! Even if it's just in small ways.

Perhaps the fifth grade group is where we've had the most
questions. The other day in class, they were asked to share about
something that worries them, if there was anything that worried
them. One girl said that she feels uncertain about the coronavirus
(she also laughed when the computer didn't recognise the word

In ninth grade, the students journal for the first ten minutes of
class every day. There's always a prompt on the board for them to
answer, and if they finish writing about that early, they have free
reign to write about their day or whatever else they may want to
write about. They're not required to share what they write with
the class -- they can if they want to -- but they know that I'll be
reading their journals later. I have been impressed with how
honest they are in them. I don't write comments every day, but
sometimes I do. And often through the students thoughts from
journaling, either what they share in class as a result or I will jot a
note back to them at the bottom of the page of what they've
written, God has opened doors for truths about Him to be shared
or reminders of what it looks like and means to be a Christian.

and said that it was misspelled). Another girl shared that
sometimes she feels uncertain even though she believes in Jesus.
So we were able to talk about then how everyone feels uncertain
or afraid sometimes, even when we know Jesus is real. God can
put other people in our lives to encourage us. And we can always
know that even if we don't understand something or feel
uncertain or afraid, Jesus is still with us.
In the first grade class both yesterday and today there was a little
extra time between the kids finishing their lessons and the end of
the class, so we were singing songs together. One of the songs was
"Only a Boy Named David" (it always is popular with students
because they get to fall over at the end). "I know this song in
Spanish!" one of the girls boldly announced.

Prayer Requests:
- Thanksgiving for a healthy start to the school year. Prayers that God would
continue to protect staff and students and all people from the coronavirus.
- Thanksgiving that students feel like they are able to share honestly their
joys and struggles. Prayers that God would continue to work in their hearts.
- Prayers for the upcoming fall retreat for the middle and high school
students. It's not going to be an overnight like it would normally be because
of the coronavirus, but prayers that a) school won't be switched to online
before then and b) that it would still be a time of laughter and blessing to
both students and staff

We wear masks to class. This
isn't so new for me having lived
in Taiwan.

Musings from

MATONGO
NEWS FROM REV. DR. WALTER & ROBYN STEELE
September 2020

SteelesInAfrica.com

Preach the Word!

STEELES IN AFRICA
—We have made it across
the border into Kenya!
—Walter’s work permit has
been approved and issued.
—We have ofﬁcially taken up
residence in Karibuni House.
—Karibuni means, “Welcome
Y’all!” And we have already
entertained guests, including
the Archbishop of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church
in Kenya.
—We are grateful to our
hosts at Masumbo Camp for
their hospitality over the past
seven months as we waited
this day.
—We prayerfully await the
arrival of students in January.

To be added to or removed from this
mailing list, send an email to
walter.Steele@lcms.org with the word
ADD or REMOVE in
the subject line.

Preaching at Matongo Lutheran Church, Matongo Parish, Kenya

We have finally arrived in Kenya, to our home at Matongo Lutheran
Theological College. And Walter is already busy preaching the Gospel
in the local congregations! On August 30, he preached at Matongo
Lutheran Church, Matongo Kenya. This congregation is the mother
church for the parish in this area.
As we mentioned during our time visiting congregations in the USA
last year, there are not enough pastors to serve every congregation. So
a pastor serves a parish, which is comprised of between five and
fifteen congregations. Matongo Parish is made up of seven such
congregations. Each congregation is then served by an evangelist, who
reports to the pastor. Additionally, Matongo Parish s served by a
deaconess. The pastor rotates between congregations each Sunday. You
can imagine how much it means to him and to the people to have
another man preaching where he is not able to be that day!
While most of his sermon was in English, Walter was able to use
Kiswahili to quote from the Bible passage he was preaching. In the
picture above, you see the man who was translating. He was not
translating into Kiswahili, but into Ikegusii, the vernacular language of
the Kisii people, who make up that parish.
The typical Kenyan lives a very basic life. Many hardships are endured
daily. Therefore, those “churches” which proclaim a “prosperity
gospel” often lead people away from the cross of Christ. Sadly, this is
usually to the detriment of the people and the and enriching of the
preacher. Thank God, through your continued support, the people of
Kenya and East Africa can continue to hear the true and saving
message of Jesus Christ, crucified and risen for them and for all.
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PRAYER REQUESTS:

• Thanksgiving to our Lord for
traveling mercies to Kenya.

• Pray that the Word of Christ
continues to go forth without
hindrance in this place.

• Pray for peaceful elections in
the countries in East Africa.

• Give thanks to God that the
work permit has been issued.

• Pray that the issuance of the
ﬁnal paperwork would
proceed without issues.

• Give thanks to the Lord that,
despite this pandemic, the
churches remain open here
and the Word of Christ is
being heard.

As we enter into the
second year of
service in Africa, we
are deeply grateful
to our partners who
have continued to
faithfully support
this work with
prayer and finances.
We also thank our
Lord, in advance,
for those who will
continue to support
us as the year
progresses.
You are the ones
that make it possible
for the people of
Kenya and East
Africa to hear the
pure, clear Gospel of
our Lord Jesus
Christ. Thank you!

After lunch on Sunday with the Matongo congregation’s
leaders and deaconess. We had Ugali and Sukuma Wiki.
Delicious!

Remember:
You can support us at lcms.org/givenow/steele
Or at the world-famous Mission Central
MISSION CENTRAL

• Pray that those who live in
fear would ﬁnd the peace
they need in Christ Jesus our
Lord.

40718 Highway E-16
Mapleton IA 51034
Make the memo line: Steele/ Kenya

For more information on our work and our progress check
out:
Our Website: SteelesInAfrica.com
Our LCMS page: lcms.org/steele
On Twitter: @WalterRSteele
Or Facebook: Walter Steele

There are many opportunities
to serve as short-term or
GEO missionaries. Check
out the current list and
download an application at
lcms.org/service. Click on
“Service Opportunities.”

To support the LCMS through the work
of Walter and Robyn Steele, you may
send a tax-deductible gift to:
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
P.O. Box 66861
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861

Make checks payable to The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod. Mark checks
“Support of Steele/Kenya.” Gifts can
also be given securely online through
the LCMS website, on my online giving
page at lcms.org/steele.
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